
Welcome to the Year 9 GCSE 
Options Evening.



An 

introduction
Mr Bruten - Deputy Head - Curriculum 



Compulsory Subjects

All students study the following subjects 
to GCSE:

✔ Biology, Chemistry and Physics

✔ English Language and English Literature

✔ Mathematics



Year 10 GCSE Options
In addition to the compulsory subjects, students at 
Camp Hill Boys have to study four other subjects, 
at least one of which must be a language, from:

▪ Art
▪ Computer Science
▪ Design & Technology 
▪ French
▪ German
▪ Geography
▪ History
▪ Music
▪ Religious Studies



❑ Your son should complete the options 
form 

❑ This should be for all four option choices 
(including the language).

❑ You should also indicate a reserve 
subject 

Year 10 GCSE Options



► All the students’ options are entered into a 
computer program.

► The groupings of subjects are chosen according 
to the least number of clashes (e.g. it may be 
that no students have opted to study Art and 
Music, so those subjects can be placed in the 
same block).

► Once the combinations have been analysed, the 
subjects are moved about and the program run 
to try to find the least number of clashes.

Year 10 GCSE Options
The Process:



Year 10 GCSE Options

❑ The school will attempt to accommodate all of your 
son’s option choices

❑ While this cannot be guaranteed (that is why you are 
asked to nominate reserve subjects in order of 
priority), we do meet the vast majority of choices

❑ Some schools choose to pre-define possible 
combinations by asking students to choose one from 
each of three columns. This is NOT the system we 
use here

❑ At Camp Hill Boys it is theoretically possible to 
choose any grouping e.g. Art and Music, Geography 
and History, RS and German etc



Year 10 GCSE Options
■ Please read the literature and discuss the subjects 

carefully.  It is very difficult to change options once 
the timetabling process has begun because teaching 
groups are often full and staffing has already been 
deployed.

■ All choices need to be made by the 14th of March

■ It is helpful if boys let us know their choices as soon 
as possible – please don’t wait until the deadline.



A reminder 

■ All GCSEs are linear with assessment at the 
end of the two year course.

■ Assessment is predominantly by exam only.

■ Some tiering in Maths & Modern Foreign 
Languages.

■ 1-9 Grading system ( 9 being the top grade)

■ Course content is demanding & questions are 
more rigorous. Pupils will be expected to 
learn more.

■ Greater emphasis on Spelling, Punctuation & 
Grammar.



Careers
Dr White - Head of Careers



Design



MUSIC



ART







HISTORY



GCSE 

Geography



GCSE Geography Course Overview



Rivers Fieldwork - Carding Mill Valley



Urban Fieldwork - Stratford Road



Revision Materials & Strategies



MODERN FOREIGN 
LANGUAGES





Thank you for attending the 
Year 9 GCSE Options Evening.

Year 9 Parents’ Evening is on 
Wednesday 9th March.


