


some English and we were given a short ‘Get
By in Polish’ session. Mr Rogers has studied the
language, and he certainly now has workable
restaurant Polish; | still have the same twenty
hesitant words after seven trips to Poland.

Saturday saw us all on a coach trip to the
city of Wroclaw, with the morning spent in
its museums, shops and recently opened Sky
Tower observation gallery, and the afternoon
in an indoor waterpark. Sunday for the boys
was very much up to the host families. The
teachers looked after their opposite numbers
and my day was spent with a morning meet-
ing friends in the Swidnica flea market, and an
afternoon walking in the nearby countryside.
We were unusually late in coming to Poland
this year and, for the first time, we saw the
storks which had recently arrived from Africa.
Monday, and our return flight, came all too
soon.

Our Polish visitors arrived, in their turn, on
Wednesday 24™" September. They flew Ryan
Air, as usual, with no problems. Thursday and
Friday were spent with us in school and Camp
Hill, particularly our morning Assembly, is a bit
of a Harry Potter culture shock for the Poles.
They all arrived in Chemistry at the same time,
because they only learn by teacher demonstra-
tion at home and the chance to have a go was
seemingly too good to miss. There was a sight-
seeing and shopping coach trip to Oxford on
the Saturday, with a guided tour of St. Johns,
Mr Roger’s old college, time in the Ashmolean,
the view from Carfax and a look around Christ’s
College, now made famous for its Harry Pot-
ter film set associations. This, of course, meant
Harry Potter souvenirs. Very much like our time
in Swidnica, Sunday was for the host families.
Two of the Polish boys were taken to see Pre-
mier League football matches and the five
evenings were apparently a social success. Dif-
ferent language, different culture but shared
values.

“Very Good... Interesting... A great way to experience the
culture of another country.”
KEV1 CHB Anon.
“The exchange was the most worthwhile trip I've ever taken
partin. | had a unique opportunity to get insight into another
culture. Observing everyday life of my peers from a different
country was a surprising experience and gave me unforget-
table memories.”
II'L O Anon.

The dry, warm and bright, late summer
weather helped to give a good impression
of the Midlands to our visitors, but the most

important element was the interest and gener-
ous support given to the exchange programme
by both our host families in Birmingham and
the families who looked after our boys in
Swidnica.

A big thank you to those families for
this 2014 exchange, and to the supervising
adults for their ongoing enthusiastic support:
Mr and Mrs Rogers, and Miss Iwona Juzwa and
Mr Jacek Iwancz.

HCJ.
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France Trip 2014

t was a cold Thursday morning when 49 year
l 7s arrived at school ready for a whole four

days living in a mysterious land which most
of us have never been to before. The brave
teachers joining them were Mr Southall, Miss
Norris, Mr Willis, Mr Thompson and Mr Renault.
After the coach left Mr Renault did the register
and said that there would be “wee-wee” breaks
every now and again.

After six hours on the coach, we arrived
in Dover and were just about to go on to the
Euro Tunnel. It was a first experience for many
including Mr Southall. After 30 minutes we
were in France and were about one hour away
from the next “wee-wee” break which would
also be lunch. Lunch included us asking for
burgers and chips in French, which was a hard
thing for most but all the teachers had to do
was tell Mr Renault what they wanted and he
would order for them. After we arrived at the
car park where we would meet every day, we
were shown our host families before we were
taken to their houses.

The following day we were awaiting a day
in Paris which included us going up the Eiffel
Tower, going on a boat trip on the River Seine
and going to a science museum called La Cité

des Sciences. That day gave us a lot of chances
to buy gifts.
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The next day gave
us the chance to spend a
whole day with our host
families. The main options
were going to a market,
going to the local park or

just staying at home and
spending time doing other
things.

The last day was defi-
nitely the best day because
we were going to Parc
Asterix which was a theme
park based on the adven-
ture books of Asterix. The

must-go-on rides  were

Zeus which allowed you to go at
top speed on a roller coaster and
the other ride was Osiris which
gives you the chance to stand
upside-down. To make the day
even better the teachers decided
to also join in the fun.

On the last day we had to
say goodbye to our host families.
After six hours we arrived at pass-
port control and |

heard the teachers
playing  passport
top trumps. Appar-
ently Miss Norris’
photo looks most
like an American
Ninja who had just
got out of prison.
Many hours later
we arrived back at
school and, sadly,
had to go home.

M Sicheng Li
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Ski Trip 2014

younger than usual party of boys
enjoyed a fantastic week on the
slopes in Folgarida, Italy. The resort
is a small, family friendly venue and suited
are party brilliantly. As usual, the boys made
superb progress and were soon being chal-
lenged by their instructors, a challenge the
boys were more than happy to take up!
The hotel looked after us wonderfully with
the menu translations providing the highlight
at each evening’s dinner. Food was wonderful

and plentiful, while the lounge area was com-
fortable and welcoming. We enjoyed a range of
evening activities, from our quizzes to ice skat-
ing and swimming.

A safe and easy journey home ended
another successful ski trip. Thankfully all boys
and staff made it home injury free and once

again the boys made it a pleasure to take them

away. A huge thank you to the accompanying
staff; Messrs Carman, Cookson, Downing, Nash
and Roden, who all played an enormous partin

the success of the trip.
M P.B.
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Poetrg

Storm

Seemingly infinite colour in the flash of white,
Lightning splinters, shatters the sky

Like shards of a mirror,

A thousand reflections burning the night.

Cloud chokes the waxen moon,
Suffocating it, taking light from underneath,
The veil pierces, perforated,
The night heaves under the weight
of brooding thunder.

Wounded, the night howls,

Ghostly lungs open,

Voices of a thousand aching souls
pour out the puncture,

Slashing like rain.

A rattle of silence, the vacant sound

Of a million water droplets falling from space
Echoes through my head,

| collapse to its rhythm.

Time

Tick tock, tick tock...

An endless devouring count,

Getting closer every flap of a butterfly’s wings,
Working away at life...

Tick tock, tick tock...

A golden flowing river,

In which we are encased
And yet we blindly waste...

Tick tock, tick tock...

Oh my friends!

We must not be swindled by time!
And thus, as time goes by...

Tick tock, tick tock...

What is time?

| asked a dying sinner ere the tide of life
had left his veins,

“Time"... he replied and died...

Tick tock, tick tock...
Lo! Time will surely come to an end,

Whether it is thy fate or thy horn which will echo

through the lands...
Time will come...
Tick tock... tick...

A Shortage
Now trudging, destitute,

a march of clubbed feet that plough and rake
that frames a turner-esque sky

the flat beating against the gold and blues
all awash with grief, ebonizing in the dank air
dotted with alabaster, cadaverous and limp

a swarm, a race, the coarse brown on their backs
heavy and thin, worn velvet, cracked leather,
desperation a stench

and still that trudge, through the thick night air
oh woe, oh famine!

the earth churns and rustles, daring not to contest

then the stabbing, the snatching for the

rough brown orbs
that keep their plight so funded, the cycle so
moulded to stave off the nights and draw in the
winters
here now they come because they must

and none can blame them
though they must.

the pitchforks stayed like some dying bull’s
once great horns, now with brittle tines,

whose skin, weathered and weary, drew close in
death,

The shadows slice the sky, M Ibrahim Ezzeldin now they throw themselves forth, drunk and heavy
A spectrum of endless black, with their newfound spoils, swathes of
An army led by a single strike, Cains and Abels,
The storm rolls triumphant across the hills. born not of greed nor anger but
ardent need.
M Ishmael Silvestro
M Oliver Garrett-Evans
from the date my The Flood Prometheus

from the date my
grave is dug to the
very beginning of
time a ghost hath had
us all haunted which
terrorises young & old

and sends us behind

iron and steel and keeps us
in check like some infinite
syntax ever printing out
errors we must break

the haunt & slay the
ghost that dresses so
finely and maintains
up-to-date style,

for without rules,
without the ghost.
We can live.

Free.

W Chris Marshall

In the darkness, they spoke of the light.
Blinded, they tried to lead the way.

A future past is all they said was right,
A future no longer fit for today.

Now, they tell us of the rain.

But they hope it will never come,
That endless, unstoppable, beautiful rain.

High up in the sky, the water is but tiny drops.
Every drop is alone,
Yet every drop is perfect.

Blown in the wind, the rain falls

With the strength of its equality and its hope.
The waters shall prevail;

Nothing can hold back the tide.

The flood is coming,
So let it rain.

M Andrew Hawkins
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Zeus! Pain! | cry,

Eternal life of mine,

This stone to which | am chained, | shall not be
a soul of regret!

Enjoy in good time you loud spirit,

When you are dancing young entertainer.
Soul, be a feverfew flower floating,
Infringing the female beauty.

Enjoy in good time a life lived free,
In the ruddy light of the unchaste bonfire of desires,
Release spools of sentiment thoroughly.

I, drunk in my sorrows, devour me o' life
And in my misery ravage my bones,

And vultures may win this spoil,

And | may be wounded by this song,

Eagles have your feast, for | am Prometheus.

M Alex Bunker
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Acceptance

| accept you wild, dirty scummy city
For all your potholes, crack-pots, beer bellies
and waterbugs

For your spare tires and wasted empty
Lots plastic bottles old

Basketballs unused

Ironing boards and grit

Your busy streets shining lights and
Rainy nights, rigid

Grid systems that barely contains
The chaos

| accept the warm wafts

Of air

Rushing up

Through grates in the sidewalk

The cold snowy nights and central park
Walks, horses and manholes

Yellow cabs and basement

Stairwells, thank you

M Farzeen Semeer

Lost

| stand for attention, ready to depart,

Ready to surrender to your love.

But you retreat away from my heart,

I'm disposed of - sent over the top, to above.

It was so easy to answer you call
For duty. You convinced me.
Complete and utter withdrawal.
Yet, this is not victory.

This is hors de combat.

Incapacitated, wounded, surrendered, lost.
You promised me the usual format,

And, this is the cost?

You abandoned me at the final hour,

Left me in no-man’s land uphill.
But your control, your hold, your power,
Your swift invasion overwhelms me still.

Despite this, | soldier on through the wilderness
Where your sweet shrapnel surrounds me.

| don't dare to think of your happiness,

Please leave me be, that is my final plea.

At last, | see him, the thief, the enemy.

The one who condemned me to damnation.

He shoots. | am shot. | struggle. | fall. | weep. | die.
| am your lost generation.

M Ciaran Fitzpatrick

Drama

Senior Drama
Death of a Salesman

his year’s annual Camp Hill drama
production was, as usual, the subject
of eager anticipation. Arthur Miller's
dark and lugubrious “Death of a Salesman”
was performed in March, under the direction
of our resident head thespian Mr Southworth.
Following a series of auditions and recalls, the
cast was chosen, with Jordan McDonaugh
as the eponymous salesman, Willy Loman,
Emilia Olsen from the girl’s school as his wife
Linda, and myself and Mustafa Chaudhry as
their sons, Happy and Biff. Now facing us was
the commencement of rehearsals, which | can
assure you were both frequent and proved to
be rather formidable, in part due to Mr. South-
worth’s meticulous direction and in part due to
a tendency of one of the cast members to fall
into a slumber at every given opportunity.
However, after a series of preliminary
rehearsals (and some truly dire attempts at a
Brooklyn accents), the ball began rolling and
the cast began to appreciate the nuances of
their characters. It was soon time to graduate
from the splendid rehearsal space of the Meet-
ing Room to that of the Hall, where we would
eventually perform, and where fragments of a
set that was both reserved and atmospheric
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were beginning to be con-
structed. For the latter, we
were extremely grateful to
Mr Carman, who stepped
in at the last minute, when
paternity leave snatched
away Mr Parkinson and
to Mr Downing for build-
ing the scenery. Through
a potent combination of
blind fear, trepidation and
(in some of the more press-
ing cases) outright coer-
cion, we managed to learn
our lines, and after a string
of frantic dress rehearsals,
we were ready for our three
nights
which could only have

of performances,

gone smoother if they were
Marvin Gaye.
All'in all it was a great

experience, with rehears-

als and the shows themselves managing to
be intensely enjoyable, nerve wracking and
enlightening, all at the same time. Perhaps
such a production’s greatest value lies in the
way it brings together a group of students,
who otherwise might never have met, and
welds them into a team, capable of a produc-
tion of genuine merit. Jordan showed the
range of his acting skills as the doomed Willy
Loman - a far cry from the cheeky, Cockney
Chappie he played in “Me and My Girl”. Mustafa
[and Oliver! - Editor] both gave compelling per-

formances as Loman’s two seriously damaged

sons. Emelia Olsen is a veteran of Camp Hill
productions; in her farewell appearance, her
“Linda” was superb. With the audience firmly
in the palm of her hand, this was as powerful
a performance as you are likely to see on any
school stage. Loman’s Uncle Ben is a difficult
role to play; Giles Moss took the challenge in
his stride, creating the chilling and menacing
presence which warped the Salesman’s soul.
A strength of the show was the quality of the
minor characters; Bilal Khattab, Max Laverty
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(when awake!), Philip Beckett, Carl Lawrence,
Abbie Wilson, Jenny Lea, and Georgia Hughes
can all be proud of what they achieved.

None of this could be done without the
shrewd and cultivated eye of Mr Southworth,
whose dramatic experience and warm direc-
tion provided the core of this production’s
utter enjoyment, and who organised virtually

all aspects of the play. Special thanks must also

go to Mrs James, for her usual incomparable
contributions: costumes, make-up, Front-of-
House and much more. Will Maclean com-
posed the play’s elegant score, conducting the
ensemble each night; the music made a tell-
ing contribution to the atmosphere created.
In short, the cast would wish to pay tribute to
all who provided assistance in crafting such a
gratifying and, we hope, entertaining event.

M Oliver Garrett
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Junior Drama
The Jungle Book

he Jungle Book was chosen for this

year's Junior Drama production. The

version performed was a variation of
Rudyard Kipling’s world renowned story. Writ-
ten by directors Daunish Negargar and Ciaran
Fitzpatrick, this new script was full of puns and
hidden meanings (which the cast often didn't
understand but the audiences loved!) The
auditions took place and the cast was chosen
with Sam Western as the man cub Mowgli,
Leah McDowell as Bagherra and Jack Wood
as the bumbling bear Baloo. Isara Mahalekam
played the evil tiger Shere Khan.

It was now time for rehearsals to begin,
the cast, directors and teachers had to give
up many of their lunchtimes and after school
hours (even some weekends). Although at
times these rehearsals could be tiring, they
were extremely enjoyable, especially with the
help of the Oscar winning actor Mr N Hill, the

constant energy of Miss Lamb
and the great input of Miss Nor-
ris. Sadly Mr Renault wasn't able
to help the monkeys with their
dreadful attempts at French
accents and this added to the
overall effect of the play.

The production would not
have been possible without Mrs
James’ fantastic costumes and
Mr Southworth’s help behind
the scenes. The inventive stage
was made by Mr Parkinson, with
the makeup created by a group
of six form girls and the light-
ing by the geniuses of the tech
team. The production would have
been nothing without the sup-
porting roles played by: Daniel
Taylor, Matty Blaney, Anna Pass-
more and Alfie Green; wolves:
Johannes Beckett, Kavya Kumar,
Garen Boora, Ryan Humphreys,

Josh Humphries, Thomas Issac, Joel Clark and
Victor Kimani; monkeys: Isaam Hamid, Nam-
rah Qayyum, Dhian Naik, Alex Millicheap,
Cece Okafor, Matias Escardo and Joe Clarke
(who stepped in midway through); elephants:
Rohan Sharma, Kiran Kehla, Elizabeth Under-
wood (who also played Shanti when someone
dropped out), Rohan Ram, Salah Ayub, and
Edward Cotterell. We hope that those who
watched the event enjoyed it and we would
like to say a big thank you to all those who
helped create this production.

M Sam Western
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Music

Chamber Concert

he Chamber Concert is the first joint
concert of the academic year, and fea-
tures our Junior Ensembles and some

Chamber Groups. The Training String Orchestra
and Training Wind Band both performed well,
and we are encouraged by the large numbers

of instrumentalists that we have for the future.
There were fine performances from the Sen-
jor Guitar Ensemble, Tabla Ensemble, Cello
Ensemble and Double Reed Ensemble. We also
enjoyed an outstanding recorder duet from
Edward Lawrence and Fazal Shah.

M S.F.P.
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Christmas Concert

he Christmas Concert is a popular fixture
I in the music calendar, and all of our best
musicians take part. There are perform-
ances from our intermediate musicians in Interme-
diate Orchestra and Wind Band, and also many of
the medium size ensembles such as Swing Band,
Flute Choir, Horn Ensemble, Cello Ensemble and
Clarinet Ensemble. Being Christmas, it is traditional
to have many carols, and these are sung by the girls
Chamber Choir and the boys School Choir. Our
Senior Ensembles are featured, and Concert Band
made an outstanding contribution with arrange-
ments of popular tunes. Concert Orchestra finishes
the event with the ever popular ‘Sleigh Ride’ by
Leroy Anderson, during which Santa comes to join
us, gives out chocolates to the children in the audi-
ence and even conducts the orchestral

’ hl"ﬁ‘ﬁq‘\] d‘i‘_‘-;
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Teatime Concert

he Teatime Concert is now a regular fix-
ture in our annual music calendar and is
a good opportunity for our junior pupils

to perform. This concert began at 5pm, and the
performers are provided with a tea, which for
them is certainly an added attraction! The Train-
ing Strings began the event, and performed

really well. There were then a number of solos
and small ensembles, which included some very
neat pieces by our two Junior Guitar Ensembles

and the Tabla Ensemble. Azeem Hanjra per-
formed his own GCSE composition, a very well
written piece for piano, and then moved to the
Timpani, as he was playing these in Training Band

for the last item. The last item was selections from
‘Harry Potter; and was played with enthusiasm by
the Training Wind Band.

HS.FP.

KE CAMP HILL SCHOOL FOR BOYS - THE CHRONICLE 2014



Summer Soirée

uring the examination period our
junior and intermediate musicians
continued to rehearse, and the fruits

of their labours were to be heard in the Sum-
mer Soirée on 19, Intermediate Orchestra
began the evening with tunes from popular
musicals, then there were a number of smaller
ensembles, which included an excellent Jun-
ior Guitar Trio of Siddarth Rao, Yusuf Ahmed
and Nikhil Gupta. The first half concluded with
spirited performances of ‘The Circle of Life’and
James Bond’ played by a large Training Wind
Band. The second half began with neat playing
from the Training String Orchestra, followed
by more smaller groups, which included a fine
piano solo by Navid Rahimi Larki. The evening
concluded with some excellent playing from
the Wind Band, performing ‘A Fenland Fantasy’
by Simon Brown, then a toe tapping version of
‘Taquila’ Considering that this concert clashed
with England playing in the World Cup, we
were pleased with a reasonable audience, and
managed to complete the event in good time
for those who were interested to see the sec-
ond half of the football match!

HS.FP.
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Birmingham
Cathedral

¥ _rom time to time it is good to take our
ensembles out of school, and so | was
very pleased to be asked by the Royal

School of Church Music if we would accom-
pany one of their Festival Choral Evensongs
in Birmingham Cathedral. We prepared well,
and on 26 January performed with an invited
choir in the Baroque splendour of the Cathe-

dral in Colmore Row. We were expecting a

choir of around 60-80, so were
amazed when 140 arrived on
the day! The resulting sound
was magnificent: we sang Can-
ticles by ‘Stanford in Bb’, and the
Coronation Anthem by Parry
| was Glad: The Cathedral was |
delighted with the event, and
has invited us back to accom-
pany a service on 1t February
2015, which will be their tercen-
tenary. [Rehearsal pictured right]
HS.FP.

GCSE Compositions

ur Alevel and GCSE musicians of two compositions written by GCSE
compose some excellent com- musicians Fazal Shah and Ananth Balakrishnan.

positions. Here are first pages M S.F.P.
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Music Service
Ensembles

am delighted that so many of our pupils are
rehearsing weekly in these excellent ensem-
bles. Many of them performed in the Adrian
Boult Hall or Symphony Hall in the Music Serv-
ice ‘Gala Concerts’in the last week of the Sum-
mer Term. Current Camp Hill pupils in City
Ensembles include:
Birmingham Schools’ Symphony Orchestra

Amman Bhambra Cello
Connor Burns Violin

Billy Chapman Double Bass
Thomas Else Percussion
Richard English Double Bass
Jonathan Hart Oboe
Yongwon Ju Violin
Joseph Lawrence Double Bass
Samuel Way Bassoon

Birmingham Schools’ Concert Orchestra

Thomas Isaac Violin
Jamie Wen Violin
Birmingham Schools’ String Sinfonia
Albert Chang Violin
Rohan Jobanputra Violin

Birmingham Schools’ Wind Orchestra

Gaspard Bulso Trumpet
George Hynes Cornet
Rohan Kaya Bassoon
Birmingham Schools’ Concert Band
Ravi Bange Clarinet
Max Johnson Trumpet
Joseph Meehan Clarinet
Kushal Varma Flute

Birmingham Schools’ Training Wind Orchestra
Primo Agnello Clarinet
Birmingham Schools’ Brass Band

Arundeep Bharj Tuba

Birmingham Schools’ Concert Brass Band

Thomas Haddon Bass Trombone
Ryan Humphreys Euphonium
William Tetlow Euphonium
Birmingham Schools’ Jazz Ensemble
Harry Atkinson Drum Kit
Birmingham Schools’ Guitar Ensemble
Ashar Ali Aslam Guitar

Lior Saad Guitar

Birmingham Schools’ Guitar Sinfonia

Anish Najran Guitar
Siddhartha Rao Guitar
Themiya Siriwardhana  Guitar

Birmingham Schools’ Percussion Ensemble
Thomas Else Percussion
Thomas Keast Percussion
Birmingham Schools’ Recorder Sinfonia
Fazal Shah Recorder
Birmingham Schools’ Recorder Ensemble
Kevin Mathew Recorder
Birmingham Schools’ Flute Sinfonia

Isara Mahalekam Flute

M S.F.P.

The Academy
Chamber Orchestra

he Academy Chamber Orchestra
(ACO) is a small chamber orchestra
based in Birmingham, providing peo-
ple such as myself the opportunity to play clas-
sical music to a high standard. The orchestra is
aimed at those still at school, led by Peter Bri-

dle and has for many years held its reputation
as an outstanding orchestra. | have thoroughly
enjoyed the last two years | have spent playing
in ACO, with it giving me the chance to play
with other enthusiastic musicians.

M Jonty Hart

" ==y W

Musical Success

e are delighted with the success
of a number of our talented musi-
cians. Pictured (left to right): Mat-
ija Novovic (Violin), Harry Atkinson (Double
Bass), Siddharth Sharma (Voice), Fazal Shah
(Recorder).
Matija Novovic (11X)
Matija plays violin with the Birmingham
Schools Symphony Orchestra, the Acad-
emy Chamber Orchestra and school Concert
Orchestra. He recently gained a Diploma on

for five years, and rose to become Head Chor-
ister in his final year. In the summer he was
presented with the choir’s Chorister of the Year
Award 2013.

Fazal Shah (11X)

Fazal is a member of the Birmingham Schools’
Recorder Sinfonia, and earlier in the year
played a recorder concerto with the Solihull
Symphony Orchestra. He recently gained a
Diploma on the Recorder.

M S.F.P.

the Violin with Distinction.
Harry Atkinson (10X)

Harry is a member of the
CBSO Youth Orchestra, Acad-
emy Chamber Orchestra and |
school Concert Orchestra. |
After lengthy auditions, he
was delighted to find out §
that he has gained a place
in the prestigious National
Youth Orchestra. He recently
took his Grade 8 Double
Bass, and in this achieved
the outstanding and almost
unknown mark of 146 out of
150!

Siddharth Sharma (9S)
Siddharth was a chorister in

Birmingham Cathedral Choir
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Musical Old Boys

e are very proud of our musical Old

Boys, and this year we have heard

of a number of our Old Boys doing
really well.

Jamie Philips’ successful time with the
Halle Orchestra has resulted in his contract
being extending
until the end of the 2014-15 season. Jamie
[pictured above] is delighted to have been
asked to conduct the CBSO and Children’s
Chorus in a concert on Sunday 26% April
2015. There is an interesting article from the
Birmingham Post outlining his start in
conducting at: www.birminghampost.co.uk/
whats-on/music/jamie-phillips-making-
right-noises-3910366
His website is: http://jamie-phillips.com/

Ross Garrod (as Cymbiotic Percussion
Duo) and Tom Lindsay (Tom Lindsay Jazz Quar-
tet) are past pupils having successful careers in
music, and are available for hire for special occa-
sions such as weddings and family celebrations,
see: www.professionalmusicevents.co.uk

as Assistant Conductor

At the New Alexandra Theatre, Alex
Hammond stood in most successfully for
Sam Attwater in the musical Seven Brides for
Seven Brothers. Alex [pictured above] continues
to have a most successful career in musicals.
See: www.birminghammail.co.uk/whats-on/
whats-on-news/understudy-alex-steps-
sam-attwaters-6678638
HS.FP.
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National Youth
Orchestra

he National Youth Orchestra brings

together Britain’s best teenage musi-

cians to perform outstanding pieces
of music with world class conductors. Each
year sees five weeks of playing spread over
three residential courses, performing around
eight concerts across the country in Britain’s
finest concert halls, including an annual tel-
evised Prom at the Royal Albert Hall. The NYO
offers fantastic chances to broaden musical
knowledge and skills - including composition,

Harry Atkinson playing in the NYO

performance and improvisation, but chiefly, it
provides an unbeatable orchestral experience.
M Harry Atkinson

The Music Service

irmingham Music Service Central

Ensembles provide fantastic oppor-

tunities for young musicians to play
together and stretch their abilities for free! My
time in the Symphony Orchestra, BSSO, was an
unparalleled experience that allowed me to
grow as a Classical clarinettist.

The highlight for me was the Germany
tour earlier this year where | had the privi-
lege of playing the famous 1t Clarinet part
of Shostakovich’s 15t Symphony, which was a
challenge! Playing in the Jazz ensemble, BSJE,
strengthened me as a Jazz player, particularly
in my sight-reading and improvisation, not
least because of the expert coaching from
the brilliant Jazz Trumpeter and conductor
John Ruddick MBE. | urge young musicians to

get involved with these fantastic opportuni-
ties which are very difficult to find elsewhere
in the country. We are very lucky to have
these ensembles, and if you wish to grow as a
musician, this is the way to go! Ask your instru-
mental teacher about auditioning and get
practising!

M Joe Davis

A Level Leavers

Every year it is sad to see our talented A level
musicians leave us. Before they go we have a

photograph together outside the Music Block.
M S.FP.
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Rugby

15t XV Rugby

¥ _or the umpteenth year running the
15t XV started the season with a tough
game against Old Swinford Hospital
School, a match that usually seems a foregone
conclusion. This year it was not. Despite con-
ceding 17 points in the first half, the squad ral-
lied well in the second half and not only held
Swinford off from scoring any more but also
pulled back leaving the final score at17-10 with
a sterling performance in what was a very aus-
picious start to the season.

The following months proved the team to
be capable of repeating this feat with several
strong performances, trouncing Barr Beacon
School 65-0 and King Henry VIl 63-10. Another
impressive performance in October came
against King Edwards Nuneaton, especially
considering the our players had been greatly
upset to be described as‘stick men; needless to
say the team put paid to those badly chosen
words with a convincing 43-0 win. Bablake also

fell before the Camp Hill machine in a slightly
closer performance that tested the discipline
of the side, with numerous penalties being
awarded to Bablake, nevertheless the 15t XV
overcame this to run out 39-27 winners, a score
that included 3 tries for Captain Tom Murphy.
A damp and miserable match against Soli-
hull in the second round of the Natwest cup
(formerly the Daily Mail cup) proved unfruitful
with a 20 minute lapse in defence led to Soli-
hull running out eventual 37-0 winners, how-
ever they did supply some delicious food after-
wards so perhaps it wasn't entirely ‘unfruitful’!
Despite the loss, or perhaps because of it, the
Solihull match seemed to galvanise the squad
in the run up to their biggest performance of
the season a gritty, muddy hard fought game
against bitter rivals King Edwards School
(who turned up in brand new kit to mark the
occasion). Thankfully the team started with
momentum and played a fast game in the first
half, making the best of Kyle ‘the gazelle’ Reed,
this neatly bagged us the game, and despite a
turn-around from KES it was in the end a com-
fortable 30-13 victory. Unfortunately it seemed
the 15t XV became too comfortable, and really
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didn't wake up for their next performance
against King Edward VI Aston, leading to what
can only be described as the most bitterly dis-
appointing 15t XV performance in my memory;
we'll leave it at that ...

In the following few weeks the Camp Hill
team rallied and put out a number of excel-
lent performances, winning six games in a row
against, by no means poor, opposition. This
included a superb 15-12 win over King Edward
Five Ways making it 2 out of 3 from the founda-
tion and an historic 11 wins out of 14 matches.
The 15t team were not content to rest on their
laurels in the run up to Christmas, but an
unfortunate last gasp effort from Bishop Vesey
snatched victory from the team’s grasp leaving
the final score a soul wrenching 14-0 defeat.
Distraught at this result the team struggled to
pick themselves up and suffered from what is
clinically referred to as“the post-Christmas lull’,
a syndrome that has ruined many a Camp Hill
15t XV's season, producing a frustrating string
of defeats to opposition that although good,
should not have produced such one-sided
results. Not even the return of star player Ben
Connolly could bring the team out of its rev-
erie with losses to Adams Grammar school
(27-0) and Princethorpe (21-0). A rematch
against Bishop Vesey also didn’t go Camp Hill’s
way perhaps not helped by the 8 penalties
Camp Hill conceded within the first 10 minutes,
as well as the distraction of claxons and jeering
on the sideline, leaving the final score 20-3 to
Vesey. A final game against King Edwards Strat-
ford at the end of January represented the last
opportunity the 15t XV got to play until March,
but even this proved a problem with Camp
Hill presenting what could be a future 15t XV,
with Stratford evidently not getting the memo
and fielding their full strength 15t XV, the 48-7
defeat although expected, showed a strength
of character from this younger 15t XV.

After a long break from matches that gave
the team time to recuperate, they finished the
season in style with a dominant 52-0 win over
Solihull Sixth form college and three wins from
three in the tour to “lovely Laoise” (Port Laoise)
in Ireland. The Ireland tour proved yet again to
be a highlight of the season with some very
good team performances resulting in a 24-12
win against Port Laoise RFC, a 29-0 win against
Coolmine RFC and one of the best perform-
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ances of the season in the team’s last match
against Newbridge college’s incredibly strong
2nd XV, This ended in a close 12-8 victory to fin-
ish the season on. Despite the brilliant rugby
on tour, both the 15t and 2" XV were devas-
tated to not be visiting the world famous Gal-
way food festival, and could only be consoled
with a visit to the somewhat less known Aviva
Stadium (if you've not heard of it | wouldn't
worry it's not that impressive).

Although this season’s rugby was fantastic
rather more for the team performances than
individual triumphs, there are a number of
names that deserve special mention (forgive
me if anyone is left out). First off, Tom Mur-
phy, although not the most organised captain
the 15t XV has ever seen (possibly the least),

his work on the pitch and the example he set
won him the hearts and minds of the team.
David Watson probably made the oddest
vice captain in many years, due in part to his
inability to think of any car brand other than
Mazda, but nevertheless his solid presence
put the spine into many of our better games.
Idris Mohammed and Ben Connolly (when
not injured) proved solid in both defence and
attack, backed up by the wonderful team that
was Anthony Featherstone, Samson Gahir and
Wesley Blackhurst. It's not usually in my nature
to praise backs but there were four stand-outs
that deserve special mention for both their
organisation and teamwork: Andy Feather-
stone, Jacob Bruten, Kyle Reed and Joe Cullen,
all good enough to be forwards. Finally Giles

Moss, the new captain, should be mentioned
for his tireless effort, both on and off the pitch,
it was, and I'm sure will continue to be, a rare
occasion when Giles missed a training session
or a tackle, and he will | believe, lead the team
to new heights.

Lastly it is thanks to the efforts of Mr Caves,
Mr Warrillow and Mr Carman that the 1st team
have been so successful (15 wins to 8 losses),
they have been unwavering in their resolve to
improve the team'’s skills, fitness and cohesion.
So I would like to offer a tremendous thank you
to the coaches for all their efforts, as well as to
all the parents (Messrs Connolly, Chalklen and
Featherstone in particular) and teachers for
their support on the touchline.
B Thomas Chalklen

2"d XV Rugby
he latter half of the season for the 2"
XV was disappointing in several areas.
Firstly, a series of difficult away games
which were well contested but ultimately vic-
tories evaded us through a combination of
carelessness and sheer bad luck. The match at
Adams School was a good example where we
performed well but conceded too many points
to a team who were coached, to quote a mem-
ber of their staff, “to be aggressive in the tackle
and breakdown areas”.
At Princethorpe we clawed our way back to
a two point lead with 30 seconds to play, only
to concede a sloppy last second try. | was not
impressed. The away fixture at KE Stratford saw
the opposition turn out their 15t XV with the
inevitable outcome. Lastly, however, a match

(at home) against a raw but “spirited” Shel-
don Heath XV saw the patience of our players
stretched to the limit regarding certain aspects
of the laws of the game, but to their credit they
acquitted themselves with appropriate dignity,

scoring regularly to claim an emphatic victory.
HEPT.C.

U16 Rugby

very encouraging season for a team

which early on lost a number of key

players to sports with less “attritional”

injury profiles! Nevertheless they performed

very well and ended the season with a thrilling

30-10 victory over Bishop Vesey in the North

Midland Plate final. The team played an open

and expansive game suited to our particular

strengths and skills and never lost the belief
that they would eventually triumph.

Aptly, the Bishop Vesey XV and staff were

magnanimous in defeat. Well led by Alex Lane,
who scored the final try with several stunningly
executed “dummies” to touch down under the
posts. Wesley Blackhurst, Arun Sohan-Pall,
Ed Saunders and Will Houlden were also key
members of the squad, performing with confi-
dence and no little skill on the day. The starting
XV actually included five U15 players and we
thank them for their participation. Well done to
you all.

HP.T.C
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U15 Rugby

his year’s campaign started poorly

as defensive play let the U15s down

causing them to concede 144 points

in their opening 5 games and only one of
these games was a win. However the tides
were beginning to turn and the hard work put
in at training started to pay off when the team
came up against the old enemy KES. Notable
performances came from Arran Kingston who
bagged two tries; Andreas Kavileros getting his
fourth of the season and Henry Houlden who
converted twice in the game which ended 29-5.
In the following month the team played
exceptionally well picking up four wins at KES,
Arden, Coundon Court and Aston. The latter
of these games was one of the highlights of
the season with all the boys playing well to
ensure Camp Hill came out as eventual vic-
tors. The game started with an early Aston try
making the U15s fear that they were in for a
very one-sided game but just before half time
good build up play in their half from the for-
wards opened a gap up on the wing and pro-
lific try scorer Cameron Steel doesn’'t need to
be given opportunities twice. So back in the
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game at half time the team went out deter-
mined not to concede. This tactic began well
as our tackles got bigger and better, but dis-
aster struck with only eight minutes remaining
as Aston scored making the score 10-5. What
came next will be fabled in history books at
Camp Hill for years to come. Straight from an
inspiring team talk from Captain Tom Had-
don, the team rose like an angered beast and
pushed high up the pitch into the opposition
territory. A moment of pure genius by number
ten Kingston rendered the defence useless and
he crossed over the line and scored under the
posts leaving several Aston players in the wake
of his sublime dummy. Huge team celebration
followed but the conversion needed to go over
for the U15s to lead. Houlden converted. With
the wind in their sails, Captain Tom Haddon
was able to score with brilliant support play
to an excellent bit of play from Eddy Connolly
and Cameron Steel making the eventual score
10-17.

The team went into the Greater Birming-
ham Tournament with confidence knowing
that they had already beaten two of the teams
playing that year, and that they couldn’t pos-
sibly do worse than the year before where they
failed to win a single game. The U15s were
beaten in the first game by eventual winners
Bishop Vesey but played excellent rugby with
true vigour to overcome not just the dubious
refereeing decisions but also Aston and Five
Ways. A draw with KES saw Camp Hill finish in
second place which was a much improved out-
come than the year before.

Following the brilliant Greater Birmingham
performance, the team was unable to produce
a positive result in the next game against Law-

rence Sheriff although playing superbly on the

first XV pitch and were perhaps unfortunate to
lose the game by a try in the last minute. The
next game against KE Lichfield concluded with
the same score-line as the previous year, 12-12,
yet the Camp Hill side came away more disap-
pointed as they had the best of the chances
but Lichfield managed to hang on. Richard
Deutsch was ‘Man of the Match’and scored his
sixth of the season in a truly impressive per-
formance.

Six defeats came off the back of the
Lichfield game as the boys couldn’t replicate
the victory against Five Ways from the Tourna-
ment earlier in the season and amongst others
fell against Adams Grammar and Bishop Vesey.
However coming up was possibly the most
looked forward to game of the season: Kings
Norton. Scorers in this convincing win were
Alex Bonnor, Arran Kingston, Nathan Moyle,
Cameron Steel, Cameron Walker and Will Tet-
low. Henry Houlden kicked four conversions.

The last three games of the U15 season

were on the Junior Rugby Tour in Carlisle. A
close game in Cockermouth saw the whole
team playing as a unit, working together but
unfortunate to come away with a 21-21 draw.
Moving on from this the team showed what
they were capable of by beating Penrith con-
vincingly, showing true flair as they played
some of the best rugby of the season. The final
game of the season was slightly disappointing
but the team put in a good effort at Carlisle
Rugby Club who had a clearly superior side.
All boys in the squad should be congratu-
lated after a lively and exciting year of rugby.
Special mention goes to Cameron Steel who
scored 26 tries in 20 appearances, amassing
130 points for the team over the season.Thanks
should also go to Mr Southall for coaching the
squad all year and all teachers that helped
organise the Junior Tour. All players should be
looking to playing rugby in the senior teams
next year.
B Tom Haddon

U14 Rugby

he Year 9 season brought many new

people into the side, new players and

a new coach. However, the season did
not bring a change of results, conceding heav-
ily to Bablake and Old Swinford Hospital. How-
ever, the next match, Prince Henry’s, a team we
had never played, gave us our first win of the
season winning 17-10. Inspite of good perfo-
mance, losses followed against KE Aston and
KES. Sadly however, all good things come to
an end, and our confidence was shattered after
games in the Coventry area, losing to Lawrence
Sheriff School, and King Henry VIII.

Our Greater Birmingham Tournament
did not go as we had hoped, losing all group
matches against KE Aston, KE Fiveways and
Fairfax in the 5t/6t play-off meaning we fin-
ished a disappointing 6% (out of 6). However,
as the usual fixtures recommenced, we found
new skills and confidence in the final game of
the winter term against Bishop's Vesey, particu-
lary from Will Butler with a brilliant, yet slightly
lucky chip and chase and some very good
defensive displays. We finished the match in

high spirits despite a scoreline of 48-5 to Vesey.

After the Christmas break, we encoun-
tered the wettest January since 1766 and we
came back to the misery of cancelled matches,
against Newcastle-under-Lyme School and
Princethorpe. But we did play WGS (Wolver-
hampton Grammar School), where we won!
For the first time in quite a while we found our-
selves scoring easily, racking up 7 tries against
them, but our defence was not as solid as

the first half allowing WGS to score tries using
their pacey winger no-one could keep up
with, however we still won, with help from
Johannes Beckett, man of the match and the
5 try scorers.

At the end of the season, we went on
tour to Carlisle. All excited, we played our first
game, Cockermouth School, where after a half
time lead of 12 points, Cockermouth made

a comeback scoring in the last few minutes
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in the corner, perhaps helped by the slope of
the pitch which could only be described as a
small mountain. On the Saturday, we travelled
to Penrith Rugby Club where we took the lead
after some good displays by the forwards,
however, we soon conceded and Penrith got a
lead of around 10 points, then we scored, and
some close chances nearly put us in front, but,
they scored and with little time left we had no
response. Another game with good perform-
ances but pipped at the line.

The last game of the season, was a

bit of a gift, the club we played, Carlisle
Rugby Club had a mix up and thought we
were U13. We played their Year 8 team and
unsurprisingly we thrashed them, but we
could and probably should have scored
more against a humble defence. With a hat-
trick from Zeeb Khan, we won, ending the
season on high with a scoreline of 48-0.

Season awards were presented on tour
with the following receiving awards; Player of
the Tour: Zeeb Khan, Most Improved Player:
Hamza Qureshi, Best Forward: Nick Surr and

Best Back: Daniel Hill.

On behalf of the team, | would like to thank
the following people for their help this year.
Mr Duncan for coaching us this year and organ-
ising all the fixtures, Mr Bruton for his help in
training and all the staff on tour for such an
enjoyable time. Thanks also to the players for
making my time as captain so enjoyable, and
finally the parents; for turning up every week-
end to watch us, through thick and thin, rain
and shine and for your commitment to us.

B Tom Perry

U13 Rugby

he season has been a successful sea-

son but also one to improve on. The

U13 team registering eight wins from
their fifteen match season. This included hard
earned victories over teams such as Bablake
38-25, King Henry’s 41-36 and also games that
went down to the very last play such as Adams
GS 29-27 and KES 26-20. The team has been
unfortunate to lose games that came down to
one score such as Aston.

As the season progressed the team began
to gel more, allowing scoring opportunities to
come from a variety of players. However, this
does not take away from the individual talent
in the team; this includes prop William Lyons
and winger Uwais Hafizal both being able to
score tries with their powerful running.

Man of the match performances primarily
went to William Lyons for showing high com-
mitment on the pitch. He worked along side
Adam Li and Edward Dempsey who provided
solid scrums. Elliot Spalding, Haseeb Mah-
mood and Rhys Rogers all filled the boots of
being second row. The back row positions were
filled by Dylan Rogers and Haresh Ram who
both gave sound defence and strong running.

Dominic Poole has been the link between
forwards and backs giving good ball to Max
Mulligan who organised the back line very
effectively. Josh Hall, Danny Blythe and Harry

Yate provided the centre partnership. Josh Hall
showed his skill with the boot by converting
over 30 conversions. The wingers were Osama
Chihani, Abaan Butt and Uwais Hafizal who
had a great season scoring 8 tries with strong
running. At full back Alex Byrne provided solid
defence as well as dangerous running.

| would like to take this opportunity to
thank Mr Jones who coached the U13 to a suc-
cessful season as well the sports leaders Arran
Kingston, Lewis Evans, Richard Deutsch and
Rezwanul Choudhary who have all provided
knowledge to help us produce the winning
performances.
M Kamil Khan

aptain, Kamil Khan and Rhys Rogers

were selected for Greater Birming-

ham and played matches against
Herefordshire, Worcestershire and the Black
Country.Kamil has been an outstanding cap-
tain this year. He has been thoroughly reliable
in his organisation and has led by example in
matches. His powerful running led to him scor-
ing 36 tries during the season and his contribu-
tion to the team’s success should not be under-
estimated.
HCm.J.

U12 Rugby

t has been a tough season for the Under 12

team, as we lost the majority of our matches.

However, we have at times produced some
great rugby and sometimes been very unlucky
to lose the game.

Our first match was against Bablake,
where we lost 32 points to 5. Our solitary try
in that game was scored by Michael James
Thomas, who bulldozed straight through the
Bablake defence. Our next match was against
Old Swinford, who proved to be a very good
team and we lost convincingly 34-0. Several
more matches came and went with defeats to
Lawrence Sherrif (10-22), King Henry (10-47),
KE Lichfield (10-22) and KE Five Ways (7-27).

The next match against Bishop Vesey
proved to be the low point in our season,

where we were overpowered completely
(63-0)! Credit goes to Bradley Williams for keep-
ing the score down as much as possible, with
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season when we played away against Adams
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Grammar. The game started perfectly with two
well worked tries, both scored by Louis Cooke.
Ten minutes later Louis completed his hat-trick
of tries with a strong run down the wing around
all of the opposing team. Another try was
scored on the stroke of half-time by Michael
James Thomas. The second half saw Adams
Grammar come back into the game, scoring
two tries from defensive lapses and then scor-
ing another later, but finally we held our nerve
to clinch our first victory of the season; the
score being 21-26. Credit goes to Louis Cooke
for his vital tries and outstanding defence.

A week later we played against KE Aston,
where we were looking for back-to-back wins.
We dominated the game from the start to the
full-time whistle, scoring three tries in the first
ten minutes. Our centres, Leon Zhang and
Louis Cooke were running the opposition rag-
ged. In the second half we continued to pile on
the pressure, scoring three more tries. Our best

player was Leon Zhang, who consistently over-
powered the opposition.

Our penultimate fixture was against KES.
The game got off to a dream start, as we scored
two great tries from Louis Cooke and Leon
Zhang. Soon KES gained control of the game,
scoring two fast tries to even the scores at half
time. After a rousing team talk from Mr Roden,
we came out in the second half with all guns
blazing, coming close to scoring several times.
The speed and quality of KES proved too much
for us and we finally ended up losing 26-12.

Our only rugby left was the Greater Bir-
mingham Tournament, where we faced tough
opposition: Five Ways and Fairfax. First we
played Five Ways, who proved to be a tough
opponent but in the end we came out on top
with a score of 14-10. Next we faced Fairfax,
whom we needed to beat to progress into the
final. We struck first with a well worked try. Fair-
fax then scored immediately and converted

it from a mistake, which left the score 7-5 in
their favour. After that the game was end-to-
end, both teams defending as if their lives
depended on it. In the last minute Jason Tahiri
chased down a kick on their try line and then
leapt onto the ball to score. We had made it to
the final against the odds. The final was against
Bishop Vesey, which proved to be extremely dif-
ficult. We put in a great defensive performance,
but it was not enough to win and we lost 10-24,
which gave us second place.

| would like to thank Mr Roden and
Mr Southall for working hard with us and
always telling us all how to improve as a team. |
would also like to thank the squad for their hard
work in training and in all matches. | hope next
season we will be able to build on what we have
learnt this season.
B Samuel Hope

Cricket

15t XI Cricket

aving started the season quite late
due to exams, our first match arrived
in mid June in the local cup. Just our
luck! Solihull VI Form were sure to be tough
customers, but after an admirable effort, the
bowlers managed to restrict them to 145. Our
newly appointed Captain Charanjit Kalsi led
the way with the ball taking 3 wickets for 21
runs and was aided excellently by Vinul who
added 2 more to the tally. The total seemed
daunting but we managed to keep scoring at
a decent pace. The match culminated with us
requiring 5 sixes off the last over to win. Cha-
ranjit managed to hit the first two balls for six
but unfortunately we were not able to meet
their score. A stunning 76* for Charanjit kept
the match entertaining to the last over.
In our second match against Aston, exams
hit us hard and we were down some key play-

ers but confidence levels were high. Having
bowled first, we managed to restrain them to
158 with the pick of our bowlers being Ahmed
Qureshi who took 2 key wickets whilst only
conceding 20 runs. It was now up to our bats-
men and Will Houlden took up the challenge
scoring a steady 65 with help from Varun
Desphande at the other end who managed to
get 37. Despite a good chase, we frustratingly
came up 3 runs short of the total. The tables
turned in our next match against Fiveways,
where our bowlers bowled brilliantly to con-
tain the batsmen to a mere 107, with Charanijit
getting 2 wickets and a wicket apiece for Jei-
simhan Diwakar and Ahmed. The batsmen had
a simple job at hand and a quick fire 37 from
Will and a steady 30 from Andrew Plimmer
sealed the deal.

The final game of the season was against
the MCC, a team comprised of high-level
club players. They had chosen to bat first and
declared having reached 210, with one of their
batsmen having scored a century. Credit must
go to our bowlers for sticking in there against

more experienced opposition with wickets
coming from Mustafa Chaudhry and Osama
Hamid (an old boy and previous Captain at
Camp Hill). The batting didn’t prove our strong-
est ally on the day, as we were losing wickets
at regular intervals. Charanjit and Jeisimhan
managed to achieve 29 and 30 respectively
but it wasn’t enough to prevail against the
experience of the MCC. Nevertheless it was an
entertaining match and our players gave their
all throughout as they did the entire season.

B Jeisimhan Diwakar

2™ X| Cricket

he second XI maintained a 100% win

record this season. They won their

game away to Bablake by 19 runs. Man
of the match was surely George Wager, whose
47 runs were the backbone of the Camp Hill
innings, which set Bablake the target of 151 to
win off 20 overs. The other notable batsman was
Dominic Paver, who scored 16 runs off 13 balls
towards the end of the innings when we had
wickets in hand - an excellent tactical decision.

Bablake had two very good openers, scor-
ing 52 off the first five overs. However, the dis-
missal of one of the pair marked the turning
point, as the remaining batsmen couldn’t keep
the runs flowing. Once the second opener fell
in the 13t over the rot set in and Camp Hill fin-
ished the job efficiently.

Bowling honours were shared. Arjun Nagra
was our most economical bowler (20 runs off his
5 overs). Parvesh Konda took two wickets (2 for
26 off 4 overs); Narinder Phull (1 for 17 off 3), Saif
Ahmed (1 for 25 off 4) and Adil Ahmed (1 for 34
off 4) were our other bowlers.

HM.J.G.
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U15 Cricket

et another season when expectations

were initially high, only to see some

lack-lustre play and sheer careless-
ness at critical times in most matches played.
Inevitably, against even moderate opposition,
the pressure proved to be too great to ensure
enough victories in order to gain a satisfactory
return in terms of winning.

Thus, although most matches were com-
petitive to a point, too many unforced errors
whilst batting were to be crucial moments,
unfortunately to be repeated match after
match. One can only hope that the more
“cerebral” team members learn important les-
sons from these errors and apply them during
future seasons.

Despite this rather down-beat assessment
there were some moments of pleasure and
satisfaction. The bowling was generally more
accurate with fewer “extras” given away. One
or two innings were noteworthy, especially the
unbeaten 70 not out scored by Henry Houlden
against KE Stratford!

You may be forgiven for thinking that it
has been a miserable season as far as results
are concerned, but quite the contrary. All the
players certainly gave of their best and even
when lunch seemed to have deserted them,

they never capitulated and always adopted a
stoical, respectful and somehow determined
attitude. Unfortunately this was normally just
after they had been clean bowled! Neverthe-
less, it has been a season which, strangely, |

have enjoyed and | would like to thank all play-

ers for their efforts and if not many victories,
then certainly some memorable moments of
mirth and merriment. Thanks boys.

EP.T.C

U14 Cricket

layed 6, Won 3, Lost 3. The season was

full of expectation as the team looked

superb in training and full of confi-
dence. However, these performances in train-
ing weren't always transferred into a game.

The first game against KE Five Ways had
the whole team excited but the team wasn’t so
happy after it. After choosing to bat, there was
a certain pressure on a new look opening part-
nership. However, the team got off to an awful
start when both openers were out in quick suc-
cession and so were the rest of the team. The
team was humbled and brought back to Earth
and we were all out of 36. KE Five Ways won
the match comfortably by 10 wickets. Work
needed to be done.

However, the team suddenly bounced back
with 3 wins on the trot. Princethorpe, was the
school that the team had beaten before and
looked to beat them again. Very good bowling,
batting and fielding by the team capped an all-
round performance, which saw Camp Hill win
by 24 runs. Adam Ahmed top scored with 23
and took two wickets for four runs. A match
against Hodge Hill in the cup followed where
Camp Hill were once again disciplined and
focused. Adam Ahmed took 4-2 and scored 22
whilst Garen Boora took 4 wickets and made 18
runs. Camp Hill won by 10 wickets. Camp Hill
also won their next match, against Aston, win-
ning by 3 runs in a nervy match where Daniel
Hill bowled a terrific last over to seal the win.
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This was the last of Camp Hill’s victories.

Sadly, after recent success Camp Hill were
defeated by a beatable Bablake team. Camp
Hill dropped far too many catches and their
batting performance let them down. However,
we had one last game in the cup against Aston.
We had beaten them before but had a slight
disadvantage with most of the team observing
Ramadan. However, this was no excuse but the
team’s bowling and fielding was poor, which
left us a hard chase. The top order fell quickly
but Salah Khan and Mason Jolley rescued the
team to put them with in winning distance.

However, we came close but not close enough.
The team, this year was inconsistent,

although we have made some progress. |

would like to thank Mr Warrillow for his help

coaching the team.

B Adam Ahmed




U13 Cricket

his year, the U13 Cricket team has had

a very productive season making very

good progress in all areas, but particu-
larly in the batting department. Unfortunately,
as a side we haven't always put it together to
get the victories that we should have. Nonethe-
less, it has been quite a good season.

Our first match of the season was against
our rivals Five Ways who had previously beaten
us in last year’s cup final. The whole team was
eager to win and in the match we showed real
character. After choosing to bat first, Camp Hill
got off to a very sluggish start due to some
very timid shots and negative calling by the
two opening batsman. After 11 overs Camp
Hill were at 11-2 and would need a miracle
from the middle order to get us anywhere near
the par score. There was more disappointment
to come as only Muhammed Kurji, who made a
solid 16, went past double-figures, as Camp Hill
reached 68 off their 20 overs. Camp Hill would
need some excellent bowling and tight field-
ing, if they were to win this game and everyone
delivered. Dhyan Naik topped the bowling fig-
ures with 2-13 and Harry Yate and Joel Bell also
bowled very economically with both of them
taking a wicket, meaning a fantastic victory by
3runs.

The team had great confidence in them-
selves and their bowlers, but in the next match
against Princethorpe, two brilliant opening
batsmen who put together a partnership of
149 in 20 overs hit the bowlers to all parts of
the ground. This target seemed a very daunt-
ing one to a team who had struggled to 68
in the previous game. However, the batting
response was very respectable, but was not
enough as Camp Hill reached 119. A repeat

of this match was to follow against Bablake,

but the team managed to beat Aston, despite
them having two very good batsmen. Camp
Hill reached 106 with Owais Akram scoring 20
and Muhammed Kurji top-scoring with 25. The
game was finished by a good display of bowl-
ing from Abaan Butt and Dhyan Naik.

The next match seemed to be done when
Stratford were at 68-8, but some disappointing
bowling and fielding led to Stratford reaching
108. Owais Akram lead the bowling attack as
he claimed 4-5 with the ball. Camp Hill started
badly in response losing both openers in the
first four overs. In the end, Camphill fell 7 runs
short with Harry Yate scoring 18, Kamil Khan 24
and Dhyan Naik 19.

Having got through to the semi-final of
the cup without playing a match, Camp Hill
went into the game with not as much prac-
tice as they could have had, but that did not
keep the players down. Having been sent into
bat, Camphill were off to a very solid start with
Owais (23) and Pranav (25) both batting well.

However the middle order collapsed and we
reached a disappointing 87. Their captain who
opened the batting took no time in settling
himself as he hit two full tosses for 6 in the first
over. Owais Akram and Dhyan Naik bowled
well, but in the end a total of 87 was nowhere
near enough with their opener reaching 67
unbeaten, as Aston won convincingly.

A disappointing end to the season, but
the whole team can be proud of their efforts
in training and in matches. The highest score
was Kamil Khan's 29 against Bablake and
Owais Akram who claimed 4-5 againt Strat-
ford topped the bowling. Special thanks go to
Mr Tranter and Mr Duncan who have helped
in training and matches and in particular, Mr
Southall who has helped the team develop
into a better side. Everyone has shown great
improvement and the team should look for-
ward to next season and | am sure that our
team will be more consistent and have every
chance in having a victorious season.

B Owais Akram

U12 Cricket

efore saying anything about the

promising U12 cricket team this year,

| think we would all like to thank Mr
Southall, Mr Duncan and Mr Tranter for mak-
ing all of this possible. They have done a great
job for not just the U12 cricket team, but all
the other various teams and sports within the
school. We should be grateful for their dedi-
cation to keep King Edward’s Camp Hill Boys’
performing well in other areas than academics
(which | believe we are rather good at...).

To be honest, at the start of the year when
we had indoor practice sessions in the sports
hall, we didn’t seem to be that competent. Well,
that was what | thought, anyway. Contrast-
ingly, as the season went on, we seemed to get
better and better, until we improved into a very
strong team.

Captained by myself, we started this year
with a match against KE Five Ways. We knew
what we needed to do. | lost the toss and we
were put in to bat, my first loss of the toss of

very many! We did a good job scoring a solid
93, with myself scoring an initially conserva-
tive 33, including a generous 40 extras from

our opposition. Despite Mohammed Farooq
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dismissing the Five Ways opener and Captain
for a duck, our other bowlers couldn’t manage
to keep the pressure for the rest of the innings,
with a batsman from the opposition slogging
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us left-and-right for a lucky fifty. This and our
three dropped catches were enough to lose
us the game as Five Ways reached their target
with just 3 balls to spare! Well done to Moham-
med with bowling figures of 2-22 (4 overs).

Despite this initial disappointment, we
responded strongly in our first cup game
against KE Aston. Having lost the toss and being
put in to bat, we made a mess of our innings,
with only Madhav Manoj providing some sta-
bility with a gritty 16 of our miserly 57 runs.
However, we learnt our lesson as we bowled
and fielded exceptionally as Aston could only
manage 51 from their 20 overs. My economical
figures of 2-5 (4 overs) and Sam Hope's great
fielding and equally good bowling stood out as
well as Madhav’s knock in this match.

Our next match was versus Princethorpe.
We lost the toss as usual and bowled first,
with our seam bowlers Sachin Subramonian,
Mohammed Farooq and Madhav Manoj doing
most of the damage. We restricted them to a
gettable score around the mid-sixties. Start-
ing slowly, wickets kept tumbling at my other
end until | made a 44 partnership with Mad-
hav Manoj. | got out just before the winning
runs were struck, scoring 27. Madhav saw us
through with a more than useful 12.

Gaining some form and rhythm as a team,
our next match was a quarter-final cup game
versus Washwood Heath. We lost the toss and
bowled first, with Sam and | bowling well.
Unfortunately, the other bowlers gave away the
pressure, so Washwood could reach a decent

74. Sam bagged three wickets and | finished
with my best school figures of 4-5 (4 overs). Our
batting once again crumbled, however, with
some risky hitting from Kiren Marimuthu (play-
ing in his debut for the a team) we managed to
save the game and win it with a couple of overs
to spare.

We played our next game against Bablake,
batting first, we got to our best score so far
of 97, with Sam Hope, Nikhil Gupta, Madhav
Manoj, Kiren Marimuthu, Sachin Subramonian
and especially Mohammed Farooq chipping in
with some decent double figure scores ranging
from 10-25. We bowled well on a good bowling
wicket, with the seamers doing the damage.
Mohammed and Sachin bowled very economi-
cally and Sachin got a good run-out which |
took the bails off very well. Our catching was
still something we needed work on, as Moham-
med dropped a dolley that came straight to
him, that was harder to drop than catch! How-
ever, we still won by a huge margin, as we con-
tinued our winning streak.

Our penultimate match of the season was
the semi-final of the cup against our rivals KE
Five Ways. Having lost to them closely in a pre-
vious match, we saw a chance for some revenge
appearing against our Foundation rivals. A
pretty good score of 97 from Camp Hill wasn't
enough as Five Ways' great openers finished
the match off in less than 16 overs! Dropped
catches once again didn't help the cause...

Our last game was against KE Stratford. We
finally won the toss and | decided to bat first.

With a bad forecast of rain ahead, we played
on. We got off to an absolute flyer, with myself
hitting four consecutive fours off their Captain
and opening bowler. Mohammed and | were on
approx. 10 and 30 respectively, with the score
on 60 after 11 overs. Unfortunately, with my
‘golden luck; the game was called off! Before
the conclusion | would like to congratulate Joe
Clarke for his great first-time effort behind the
stumps. He did a great job for the school team.

Overall, a great start to our school cricket
careers with the whole of the squad doing their
bit! Four wins from six is a great performance
for our first season and | believe next year we
will achieve even greater things. | have the best
bowling figures of 4-5 and the highest batting
score of 33. Nevertheless, the whole team has
contributed extremely well. The entire squad
has made sure we have maintained a high
standard from the beginning, and all of our four
wins have only been because of the effort of
the whole team.

| would like to thank the people who have
played for the U12 A team during the season.
These are: Sachin Subramonian, Sam Hope,
Madhav Manoj, Vignesh Venkataramaiah,
Mohammed Farooq, Nikhil Gupta, Joe Clarke,
Aadam Zafar, Ryan Malhi, Hasan Akhtar, Bilaal
Hussain, Kiren Marimuthu, Neal Pankhania, Suf-
iyan Ahmed, Saksham Shah, Lugmaan Rashid
and any others | may have accidentally missed
out (sorry if | did!).
M Vignesh Venkataramaiah

Hockey

15t XI Hockey

tarting the new season we were

excited to discover we would be play-

ing in an organised school’s league for
the first time. This added a new dimension to
our training and desire to win as we had high
expectations for ourselves. We were lucky to
have a number of players who had already
played 15t team hockey for the school, along
with some talented new players being added
to the squad. This meant that we potentially
had the strongest school 15t XI hockey team for
a number of years.

Our first match was against Bablake, we
knew they had been on tour and had therefore
had a good chance to gel as a team in pre-sea-
son, as expected it was a tough match. We lost
5-1, however the team as a whole displayed
some very promising signs of what was to
come. The next fixture was against Newcastle,
it was a very close game that we just lost 4-3
but we continued to gel as a team and show
improvement from the previous week.

Next up was King Henry’s VII, from the off
we were focused and quickly put into practice

what we knew we had to improve from previ-
ous weeks. This allowed us to dominate the
game and with some skilful sets of play we
secured our first well deserved victory of 2-1.
This winning form carried on into the next
match against Warwick where we managed
to hold possession and express ourselves as

a team, giving us an encouraging 3-1 victory.
We lost the two games that followed but then
stormed back with a 5-1 thrashing of Bishop
Vesey, the highlight of the match was Jeeva-
han Murugesu claiming an amazing hat trick.
This good form continued against Lawrence
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Sheriff with a comfortable 3-0 win.

In the spring term we consistently played
well against some experienced sides. We were
proud to come away with wins from five out of
eight matches, three of which were a satisfying
clean sheet. The team was well drilled with our
back four in defence being particularly strong,
with Captain Hannan Currah acting as a key
and vocal back bone to the team. This gave our
midfield the confidence and freedom to push
up the pitch giving us many opportunities on
goal. Thus allowing our talented attackers to
make some top class finishes into the back of
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the net with Jack Perrin deserving a special
mention.

Overall throughout this season we were
very lucky as although it was a wet winter, we
did not have any matches actually cancelled
unlike the previous one. We had a couple of
unfortunate injuries as the season went on, but
this gave some 2" team players the chance
to step up and experience a higher level and
faster pace of hockey. This excellent season
meant that we finished joint top of our league
on points, but we just missed out on promo-
tion due to an inferior goal difference.

Our successful season was rounded off
with us travelling to Liverpool for a weekend
hockey tour. We were very lucky and grateful to
have this opportunity as teams before us had
not always had the chance. Mr Watkins and
Mr Hardy kindly drove us up in the mini buses
after lunch at school on Friday. Our scheduled
match on that evening was unfortunately can-
celled, however this gave the team an extra
chance for a training session before a weekend
of some high level hockey to come. An early
start on the Saturday morning accompanied
with the luxury of the buffet full English break-
fast at the hotel did not prove to be the best
preparation for our game that morning against
Calday School. A tentative start from the Camp
Hill side meant we were soon 1-0 down within
five minutes of starting the game. Although we
did seem to wake up later in the game, it was
too little too late and we lost 6-1. That after-
noon we had the chance to watch a high level
national league hockey match. This gave the
team the chance to relax and appreciate how
the game can really be played. In the evening
we went bowling, which seemingly was no

15t XI Hockey Tour

coincidence giving Mr Hardy the chance to
show off his skill. On the Sunday morning we
got up a little later feeling more refreshed after
a leisurely full English breakfast and check-
ing out of our rooms. Later that morning we
played Bowden hockey club and were keen to
get a win as something to take back from tour.
We seemed a completely different side creat-
ing many chances and producing some very
skilful sets of play. This match was arguably
the best game of our season and against a very
strong opposition we were unlucky to come
away with a 4-4 draw. The player of the tour
went to Tim Naylor for his exceptional play in
this 2" Match.

To sum up our season we finished with
winning a very credible 10 games out of 21
including the tour. These matches were against
some extremely strong opponents and even
in games where all seemed lost, the Camp Hill
resilience came through and we continued to
play some amazing hockey. Our top goal scorer
was Jeevahan Murugesu with a total of 10
goals from the season. We all came away from
the season very proud of what we had accom-
plished and knowing we had all developed as
players from where we started.

B Tim Naylor

2" X1 Hockey

hile on paper, the 2013-14 sea-
son doesn't look like much of a
success, the 2" XI can be very
proud of the progress they have made this

academic year. The season started in a los-
ing fashion, with a 2-1 defeat at home to
Bablake, Adersh Saravanaa managed to
score the first goal of the season. This match

also saw the loss of our defensive stalwart,
Jaskaran Rajput due to injury.

However we bounced back from these
early setbacks with an impressive 2-0 win
over Newcastle-under-Lyme School. This,
sadly, was to be the last win for a long time
as we started our five-match losing streak.
Despite the fact that some of the losses
were by big margins, there were some very
impressive performances. The 3-2 away loss
to Warwick was one instance where the
team showed great spirit and a commit-
ted work ethic. This period saw the team
slowly get used to their new teammates
and this showed in their performances as
they started to play with increased fluency.
It culminated in a fine performance away to
Solihull School; we won the game by a mar-
gin of 5-1. Gethin Bradnam stood out with
an outstanding hat-trick. The defence also
deserved credit as they only conceded one
goal.

The remainder of 2013 was disappoint-
ing as we slipped to two more defeats
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against strong opponents. 2014 signalled
change as our first match of the calendar
year was a win against our fierce rivals, Five
Ways. The score was 2-0 as Adersh grabbed
his third brace of the season to continue his
scoring run. The next two matches yielded
a draw and a win with Gethin getting goals
in consecutive matches. The final three
matches of the season ended in losses, with
the 11-1 defeat in the penultimate fixture at
KES being followed up by a revived perform-
ance at Aston, which ended 3-2.

While the season didn’t end as we may
have liked, it was still heartening to see
the commitment of the team. Our defence
steadily improved over the course of the
season with Pavan Bhambra, Aatif Syed and
Monish Vijaya Gopal stepping up in Jaska-
ran’s absence. The midfield trio of Louis Allin,
Oliver Whitfield and Nimreth Phull were
solid throughout the season and started to
develop their chemistry, as it was their first
season playing together. In attack, Gethin
and Adersh showed very good understand-
ing as they both had a productive season in
front of goal; Gethin scored 6 while Adersh
was top scorer with 9.

The team can be very proud of their
efforts and they should aim to continue their
development next year.

M Adersh Saravanaa

U15 Hockey

ince last year, it seems the U15 Hockey

team has improved vastly, especially

shown on the Junior Tour, winning
a fair few of their games. We did well against
tough opponents such as Bablake and these
games showed how much our hockey has
developed, not only individually but also as
a team. We display brilliant teamwork and
good skills in games, but sometimes it has to
be said that we cannot convert chances into

goals, which has led to us drawing our games
on a few occasions. However, we've also fared
well against Aston who are a very strong side,
and after having drawn to them earlier on in
the season, we won our second game against
them.

As the season drew to a close we went on
the Junior Hockey Tour, in which we won one
game, lost one and drew one, while we were
playing against stronger and also older teams.
This proved that we were
indeed a strong team, and
hopefully we can display
these skills in future years.
Special mentions go to
Thomas Weaver who has
improved incredibly over
the past year, and also to
Beant Thandi for his con-
sistently good perform-
ances. Thanks go to Mr
Willis for being an excellent
coach and for taking us to
our matches, enabling us
to enjoy thoroughly a good
season of hockey.

B Sanchudaan Murugesu
B Kabeendan Murugesu

U14 Hockey

onsidering that it was the first year

that any of us had played at the

school, we were, not surprisingly,
a little apprehensive as we prepared for our
first match as the Under 14 (Year 9) hockey
team. Having practised just for just six weeks
in games lessons, we were expecting Aston,
whose team had been playing for over a year,
to wipe the floor with us. What no-one was
expecting however, including myself and our
coach, Mr Southall, was for us to hold our
own reasonably well and to register just a
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3-0 loss, hardly the thorough beating we had
been anticipating. But what could this mean?
Were we actually okay at hockey? We weren't
entirely sure, we would have to wait and see.

Just three weeks after our first game came
a match against Old Swinford Hospital we,
yet again, feared the worst. However, some
goalkeeping errors by them and some clinical
finishing from the Camp Hill lads, meant that
we defeated Old Swinford by 4 goals to 0, with
Victor Kimani, the team’s stand-out striker, bag-
ging a hat-trick.

Throughout the rest of the year, the team
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built on our skills with the help of Mr South-
all, and we finished the season with a fairly
respectable set of statistics, which included
three wins!

By the end of the season, there was a
marked improvement in skills among the team,
and this showed when, after losing to Solihull B
in the first half of the season 2-0, we turned the
tables to win 2-0 in the latter half of the year: a
testimony to the team’s development.

The team of Greg Black, Hamza Arshad,
Ruairi Lynch, Vamsi Pratapa, Tom Mansfield,
Monim Wains, Sunil Patel, Daniel Higgins,
Brandon Cooke, Victor Kimani, Sam Western,
Craig Stewart, Isara Mahalekam and Varshith
Desari should be proud of themselves. A spe-
cial mention goes to Victor Kimani who scored
four goals this season, as well as Brandon
Cooke and Daniel Higgins who counted three
each. Of course, the biggest thank you must
go to Mr Southall, who, despite not being a
specialist hockey teacher, skilfully guided us
through our first, and probably most difficult
year of hockey at Camp Hill Boys.

In the 2014-15 season, the team should be
looking to register a few more wins, and | am
confident that we will be able to do so with the
help of Mr Watkins, a skilful and experienced
hockey player himself (apparently), and we
look forward to holding our own against the
tougher opponents. Well done lads!

M Daniel Higgins
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Athletics

fter a rather freakish winter with

severe rain, the weather became

much milder and it turned into a
rather pleasant summer with some very pleas-
ing athletics results!

The Senior Foundation match kicked off
the season in spectacular form. In the Sixth
Form team, Oliver Paulin (800m and 1500m),
Kyle Reed (200m and Triple Jump), Jacob
Bruten (400m), Dan Miller (Javelin) and Joe
Cullen (High Jump) won their events and Dan
Mladenovic (800m and1500m) and Dan Miller
(Discus) placed second. In the 800m, it was
obvious from the off that this was a two horse
race, especially since looking at the times, you
may think Oli and Dan may have ridden horses
as they finished over 15 seconds before third
place! Just to prove their invincibility, they bat-
tled away in the 1500m to finish almost exactly
30 seconds before third. This was the most
competitive 1500m race between 2 Camp
Hill athletes for many years. Year 11 were no
slouches either with wins from Will Maclean
(200m), Wes Blackhurst (400m and 800m) and
the relay team, together with second places
by Will (100m) Amman Bhambra (1500m and
Javelin) and Jake Webb (Triple Jump). Overall
results were excellent, Aston 164.5, KES 191
and Camp Hill 198.

The next competition, organised by Soli-
hull School, involved years 8 and 10. Both
teams performed extremely well, especially
as it was difficult to select, with confidence,
the strongest teams. Second places went to
Cameron Steel in 200m, Richard Deutsch in
Long Jump, Alex Bonnor in Shot and the relay
team. Year 8 team had some impressive per-
formances with second place by Alex Byrne in
both 800m and 1500m, Kamil Khan in Triple
Jump and Pranav Thatipamula in Javelin. How-
ever the star of the day was Uwais Hafizal who
won 100m and Discus, quite an unusual brace
of events for one athlete. Both teams placed

second in their age group.

The English Schools'Track and Field Cup is
still a most enjoyable contest where each ath-
lete competes in two events and scores points
for both performances. These points are added
together for the whole team. The Intermediate
team came second in their age group, but only
scored sufficiently to qualify for the Regional B
Final. Best individual scores came from Cam-
eron Steele 46 points, Richard Deutsch 35, Alex
Bonnor 33 and Ed Connolly 31. In the same
competition, the Junior team placed second
but couldn’t compete in the next round as they
were in Conwy. Highest scores here were from
Alex Byrne 32 points and Uwais Hafizal 30.

In the regional round, the Year 10 team
was selected using standards results so there
were changes and although the points total
was higher, overall the team placed fifth. Apart
from the usual candidates it was pleasing to
see improved performances by Beant Thandi,
Lewis Evans, Billy Chapman, Ishmael Silvestro
and Arran Kingston.

On the Tuesday before half-term, we held
the annual Camp Hill Athletics match. This is
always an exceptional event where all of the
different events are officiated, very efficiently,
by Camp Hill staff. Although the match may
seem to be slightly in favour of Camp Hill, we
have always struggled with the fierce competi-
tion. It was a daunting affair for Year 7, being
their first outing, but they rose to the chal-
lenge. A win from Joe Clarke in the discus and
second place by Louis Cooke (100m), Leon
Zhang (200m) Judah Daniels (Long Jump) and
Tommy Ransbotyn (Javelin) assisted the team
to finish second out of 8 teams. Year 8 found
the competition fierce and although Alex
Byrne placed second, they struggled across
the board and finished fifth. Year 9, in one of
their few competitions, also found difficulty.
Best results came from Tom Mansfield (1500m)
and Shreyas Annadate (discus). Year 10 with
a depleted squad came third. However when
calculated the total scores placed Camp Hill
second overall on 271.5 only 3.5 points above
third which is testament to those athletes who

filled in at the last minute to achieve important
points in gaps left by others.

The Junior Foundation Competition is split
into two matches; Years 9 and 10 followed by
Years 7 and 8. In the first half of this competi-
tion, the Year 9 team consisted of only 5 boys,
Johannes Beckett, Dan Higgins, Liam Garside,
Chris Marshall and Dan Hill, as it coincided
with their end of year exams. However, some
superb results were managed with first place
for Liam (1500m) and Dan Hill (High Jump) and
second place for Johannes (Hurdles) and Chris
(Long Jump). Year 10, in their final match of the
season, was outstanding. Cameron placed first
in both 100m and 200m and second in Long
Jump; Ishmael won 800m and came second in
1500m , Lewis won High Jump and Arran was
second in 400m. Final scores in this age group
were KE Stratford 98 pts, KES 117, KE Aston 118
and Camp Hill 135.

In the second half of the competition, Year
8 placed third with wins from Alex (1500m),
Uwais (400m) and Kamil (Triple Jump) and Year
7 came second with wins from Louis (100m),
Leon (200m), Zaman Khan (Shot) and pleasing
performances from Sachin Subramonian, Josh
Birch, Jason Tahiri, Henry Moreau-Smith, Ciaran
Cunningham, Henry Hoare, John Byrne, James
McNassor, Hao Yang, Jo Clark and Louis Parmar:
a promising team for the future.

A small number of athletes were selected
for the South Birmingham team in the County
Championships. The significant achievement
was Cameron Steel, who qualified to compete
for the county in the Mason Trophy in the Long
Jump.

Final congratulations, however, must go to
all athletes who volunteered to fill in events at
the last minute. Without their courage, there
would not be the competitive spirit, fun and
overall success. Potential athletes should to
look towards joining local clubs, where they
can receive expert coaching together with
quality competition.

M Oliver Paulin
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Badminton

he season traditionally begins in the

autumn when we host the Partner-

ship round of the National Center
Parcs Championship. By this stage Mr Russell
has overseen training and selection for the two
teams, coaxing and cajoling them in the sports
hall on Friday lunchtimes. | think if they man-
age to take 10 points of him then they stand a
chance of selection!

At U16 level we looked strong, with
Parvesh Konda, Shreshth Malik, Jay Chandaran,
Sulamaan Rahim and Fazal Shah bringing a fair
amount of experience to the line-up. At U14
the players were Isara Mahalekam, Sachin Sub-
ramonian, Abbas Mirza and Sami Hamsho.

Both sides came through round one rela-
tively untroubled, winning their groups with
ease. This took us to the Birmingham Winter
Games in February at the National Indoor
Arena. The organisation on the day left much
to be desired, the organisers “moving the goal-
posts” in terms of the rules and qualification
method. The U16 team beat all four schools
they played, only dropping two sets along the
way. They were forming a formidable outfit.
The U14 team defeated four schools comfort-
ably, but due to a quirk of the rules we ended
up playing Kings Norton for the second time
on the day in the deciding final. Having beaten
them 4-1 in the morning it may be that com-
placency played a part. Kings Norton certainly

learnt from the first encounter, adjusted their
tactics and turned around to win 3-2 and leave
us as runners-up.

The U16 squad progressed to the Regional
Finals at Nechells where the standard would
undoubtedly be much higher. A solid start saw
us defeat William Brookes 4-1, but then a 3-2
reversal to Streetly. William Brooks then caused
an upset by beating Streetly to create a three-
way tie and the calculators and slide rules
were out! Our record was good enough to put
us through to the semis where we faced KES!
A tense, gripping contest developed with all
players urging their partners on with urgency
from courtside. Each of the five rubbers were

extremely close and decided by the odd point
of brilliance or error. At two-all the final dou-
bles match was secured by Camp Hill for a
memorable 3-2 victory over our rivals.

In the final we played Trentham College
and were brought back down to earth with a
5-0 defeat. Trentham had been National Win-
ners 12 months earlier so no disgrace as we
pushed hard in all the games with Parvesh
playing outstandingly against their England
player. The silver medals were richly deserved.

A fine season, well done to both squads
and my thanks to messrs Russell and Smith for
their support.

H M.W.D.

Basketball

U16 Basketball

ith a loss of the schools’ league,

meaning matches had to be

arranged on a match-by-match basis,
the U16 basketball team this year were unfor-
tunate to have only two games over the course
of the season. The team still trained hard and
often, and with a large squad, all the players
were able to develop themselves further as
basketball players.

The first of our games was against a strong
Yardleys team which fielded three players that
had represented Birmingham at a national
league level. Camp Hill knew that they were
facing tough opposition however thanks
to early baskets from Asim Shahid, we were
ahead in the first few minutes. Unfortunately,
the superiority of the Yardleys' more experi-
enced players shone through and Camp Hill
were unable to deal with the demands of the
game. Some fine baskets from Matija Novovic
and Talvin Rai meant we were able to take
many positives from the game however the
final score read 67-35 to Yardleys.

In addition to these
matches, the team were able
to compete against our own
Year 12s for a couple of games
and both age groups regis-
tered a win. This allowed all the
players to gain valuable court
time with all the Year 10s being
able to show off their abilities.
In our win over the Year 12s
some notable performances
came from Azeem Hanjra
and Amman Bhambra who
between them, in the absence
of the other Year 11s, managed
to score over 30 points.

The squad’s last game
was against Ninestiles. We
were able to exert dominance
through a resolute defence
and with great counter-
attacking play using the swift hands of Andreas
Kavalieros and Satnam Ajimal. The team stayed
ahead throughout and victory was assured in
the third quarter as no baskets were conceded,
leaving the final score at 24-15.

Special mention must go to the most
improved player of the season, Shihab Mozum-
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der, and also MVP of the season, Ashvin Tho-
mas, who played with a consistently good
form throughout. The U16 team looks to be in
a strong position for next year with Andreas,
Asim, Asher Earnest and Usman Naveed at the
helm.

B Amman Bhambra
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U13 Basketball

ast year the Year 8 basketball team had

a successful year — dribbling, passing

and lay-uping with finesse and talent...
some of the time. The team’s first match was
back in October 2013 which we comprehen-
sibly won 32-0. The next fixture against Baver-
stock proved to be a well fought encounter by
both teams, but Baverstock came out on top
winning 53-44. The team would learn from this
experience though.

The team then took on Queensbridge and
cruised our way to a 50-12 victory. Next it was
Bishop Challenor but they fell as well to the
Camp Hill machine. Top performances in this
match were from Kamil Khan and Daniel Blyth.
These matches qualified us to play in the SSP
tournament on the 20t of November in which
we had to play a number of different teams. We
came out winners against some tough opposi-
tion and qualified for the Birmingham winter
games on the 6% of February.

League matches followed against Dame
Elizabeth and Wheeler’s Lane. Dame Elizabeth
were tough opposition but we managed to get
a 31-23 victory. Next on the fixture list were
Wheeler’s Lane and the team won comfort-
ably 26-2. In our final match before the winter
games we played Baverstock again... This time
it decided who won the league (as our match
against them before was only a friendly). We
played well as a team and grinded out a 44-33
win, Abbas Mirza was Man of the Match.

In the winter games we were playing teams
consisting of Year 8s and Year 9s, so we were
immediately at a disadvantage. Each match
was only 8 minutes long and we lost our first
two matches by narrow margins. In our final
match though we fought back and secured a
win. Sadly these results were not enough to
progress us in the tournament.

Having won the South Birmingham League,
our final match of the year was played against
Kings Norton to decide who would be crowned
as Greater Birmingham Basketball Champi-
ons. They were beating us comfortably (by 6
or more points for most of the match) but we

raised our level in the final quarter and got our-
selves to within 2 points. In the closing stages
we had possession and the ball was heading for
the basket. Unfortunately the ball ricocheted
off the back of the ring and we lost 25-23.

Our top scorer was Kamil Kahn who racked
up an amazing 100 points over the season.
Haresh Ram and Daniel Blyth both had 10
appearances. My thanks and the team’s go to
our excellent coach Mr Southall and | would
like to say thank you to all who have played in
this team. | hope we can continue in the same
manner in Year 9.

M Daniel Blyth

Chess

e started the year with an influx of
keen new Year 7s and our annual
individual tournament, which this
year attracted 84 entries, 54 of which made it
through to the final round. Kyle Reed won after
an exciting (and rather long) game against
Fateh Singh, and 26 boys qualified for the
Megafinal stage of the national competition
into which it feeds. Of those
26, six (Rohan Aggarwal,
Primo Agnello, John Hayton,
Ajay John, David Johnson
and Vamsi Pratapa) made the
trip to Worcester to take part.
Rohan won all his matches
and is hence the Worcester-
shire Under 13 Supremo, and |
he, John Hayton and Ajay
John qualified for the North-
ern Gigafinal in Manchester.
All of them went and acquit-
ted themselves very well.
The other major event
of the autumn term was the
Millfield tournament. Hok

Chiu wrote his usual epistle to the Camphil-
lians in the December newsletter: it's too long
to reproduce here, and his masterful use of the
English language will be sadly missed! Despite
a great deal of blundering on the second day,
we managed to win the Major Division by
about one point, and Lewis Hedges, Robert
Walters and Hok himself won board prizes. |
am also pleased to report that Robert, Max
Cheung and Vinul Witharanage completed the
Moby Dick Challenge at Winston’s fish and chip
shop in Weston-super-Mare.
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We entered all the regular tournaments
during the year. At the Under 18 tournament
at KES, we did rather well, although not quite
well enough to retain the Best in Birmingham
trophy we unexpectedly won in 2012. We lost
to KES in the final round, but only by 4%z to 3%-.
Fateh Singh and Nihaar Udathu (a valuable
transfer from KES who certainly made his mark)
scored 4/5 and were unlucky not to get board
prizes. Then we hosted the Under 14 tourna-
ment. Eight teams entered, including two from
Camp Hill. Unfortunately there were two from
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Nottingham, and KES managed to put a good
team together, so both our teams were forced
into the “second pool” (no, | didn’t understand
it either) along with Dixie Grammar School and
Mr Jobanputra.“What?”, you cry. Well, Van Dyke
Upper School had entered, but decided not to
come, and forgot to tell me. So we had seven
teams. Even an elementary understanding of
tournament design (which is about my level)
tells you that seven is a bad number of teams for
a tournament where teams play each other, so
we had to improvise. Mr Jobanputra (father of
Rohan) wasn'’t expecting to play quite so many
games of chess on that fine Saturday, but he
did come second in the whole tournament. For
some rounds, he was assisted by Dr Swain, of
Nottingham High School, who won the whole
thing of course. Camp Hill players acquitting
themselves with credit included Rohan himself,
Aditya Dhiran and Shammas Tabraiz, who all
scored 3/5 for the A team.

At the Lightning Tournament, hosted by
KES, | got pressed into scoring, so didn't see
much of the chess, but our Under 13 team came
third in a tough section, and Kiren Marimuthu,
Ajay John and Nikhil Gupta won board prizes.
Our first team won the top division, which was
an unexpected and extremely welcome result.
Sulamaan Rahim, Max Cheung, Fateh Singh and
Oliver Whitfield all won board prizes. Then we
had a bit of a problem at the Closed Quickplay
Tournament, which we hosted in the Sports Hall.
We traditionally win this, and tried really hard,
but it was difficult with only seven players (eight
were expected: one, who shall remain nameless
but may or may not have a garage, couldn’t find
the venue) and KES beat us by 1% points.

League matches started after the autumn
half-term and occupied almost every Friday
evening until the end of the spring term: many
thanks are due to boys who played and par-
ents who waited for them! Amazingly, all the
matches got played: Camp Hill | were equal
first in Division I; Camp Hill Il were runners-up
in Division IIl; Camp Hill Il were runners-up in
Division Ill, and the Under 13 team runners-
up in that division. (These are not the results
reported in the March newsletter. At some point,
the League might get a good secretary, but for the
foreseeable future, they're stuck with me.)

In the competition once known as the
Times, but now (I think) known as the NSCC
(National Schools Chess Competition), we
entered a little league, made a good start
against Five Ways, and then played KES. Max
Cheung was preparing for an interview and
Oliver Whitfield was also unavailable, so we did
well to only lose 4-2. Having lost this match, we
could not progress to the next stage, but still
visited Dixie Grammar School in mid-January.
Dixie is not in the southern United States, but in
Leicestershire, and the trip there was enlivened
by a navigational error, which caused me to
drive the minibus down an increasingly narrow
road, only to find a gate at the end. The gate
was locked. Turning round was impossible, but,
after 10 minutes and with some help (?) from
the first team, we were able to reverse back
up the road without hitting anything. While |
pondered the question “why do the minibuses
have cruise control, but no reversing sensors?”
we won the match 6-0. But that was the end.

House Chess was interesting, to say the
least. In Round 1, Howard beat Beaufort 42-3%2,

and Tudor beat Seymour 5%:-2%. Results were
even closer in Round 2: Howard could only pro-
duce seven players, so Tudor found it that bit
easier to beat them, and did so 5-3. In Beaufort
v. Seymour, after nearly two hours, the score
was 3'%2-3', with the remaining match being
Kyle Reed v. Nihaar Udathu. With Nihaar's flag
about to fall, Kyle made an illegal move, which
gave Nihaar an extra two minutes and put Kyle
under time pressure. The pieces started moving
so quickly that they could hardly be seen, and
when the dust settled, Kyle had checkmated
Nihaar, to give Beaufort a 4%2-3%> win. This left
Tudor on 4 points, Beaufort and Howard on 2,
and Seymour on 0, which raised the tantalis-
ing prospect of a three-way tie, and in Round
3, everybody seemed to work towards this out-
come. In the end, Beaufort beat Tudor 7'2-Y2,
and Howard beat Seymour 6-2, to leave Sey-
mour in last place, and everybody else first.
Our thanks are due to Mr Walker, who has
continued to provide his excellent series of
tuition sessions for our youngest players, and
to my wife and Mrs Joan Emanuel for provid-
ing refreshments at tournaments. Our senior
players Kyle Reed, Max Cheung, Fateh Singh,
Jalees Hamid, Hok Chiu, Kieran Bakhtiari, Lewis
Hedges, Robert Walters, Narinder Phull, Idris
Mohammed and Vinul Witharanage all passed
on to higher things: most have played regu-
larly for the school since 2007, and all deserve
thanks for their loyalty and skill. Hopefully we'll
find some stars among our new expanded
intake to succeed them. Once again, by popular
demand, Camp Hill Chess continues.
HA.M.R.

Cross-Country

South Birmingham Trials

he trials were held early in September

this year so we had little time to pre-

pare. Despite this there were some
astounding results. In Year 7, Henry Hoare bat-
tled bravely for the lead with another Year 7
who was at least 3 feet taller with size 12 run-
ning spikes. Although Henry sneaked ahead
towards the end, the other boy stretched his
legs and pipped Henry over the finish line.
Second place was a marvelous result. Tommy
Ransbotyn came 6™, Nesan Pathmakanthan 7t
Sachin Subramonian 10t and Jason Takiri 15,
In Years 8 and 9 combined, Tom Mansfield led
from the start and won by a country mile (much
further than an urban one)! His main competi-
tion was our own Liam Garside who placed 2"
and a little further down the field were Johan-
nes Beckett 10t and Dan Hill 11t. Congratula-
tions to Amman Bhambra, who was the only
courageous Year 11 to compete. He placed an
excellent 14™ in a very competitive race.

County Trials

n October at Sandwell Valley Park, 4 boys

from Camp Hill represented South Bir-

mingham in the annual county trials. We
all appreciate that Cross Country is by far the
most demanding sport at school level so not
only is it a real achievement to qualify for the
championships but also to show the courage
and strength of character to participate, when
it is known that the competition will be fierce,
is commendable. Congratulations then to
Nesan Pathmakanthan and Tommy Ransbotyn
both in Year 7 and Liam Garside and Tom Mans-
field, Year 9, for their spirited runs. Special men-
tion goes to Tom who placed 6t and qualified
for the county squad.

West Midlands
Championships and English
Schools’ Championships

he final West Midlands Schools’ Cross
Country Championships, which also
served as the trials for the prestigious
English Schools Cross Country Championships,
took place on Saturday 18% January, in Warley
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Woods, Oldbury. In the Junior Boys race Tom
Mansfield ran well to finish in 6 place. The
Senior Boys race consisted of 4 gruelling laps
around the park, resulting in a total distance
of just over 6 km; significantly more than most
cross country races for this age group. Despite
this, Oliver Paulin and Dan Mladenovic showed
good endurance to finish in 5t and 9t", respec-
tively, despite both getting injured less than a
week before the event. When the final English
Schools team was announced, both boys dis-
covered that they had qualified, which is the
first time in a number of years that Camp Hill
have had two athletes in the same age group
qualify for one of the most prestigious events
in the cross country calendar.

Unfortunately, Saturday 15™ March came
too soon for Dan in his recovery from his knee
injury, so only Tom and Oliver travelled with the
West Midlands team to Castle Donnington for
the English Schools Championships. This new
course was situated between East Midlands
airport and the Castle Donnington race track.
Although the course did not contain any major
hills, the whole course was reasonably undulat-
ing; however when coupled with a ferocious
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wind, which was exacerbated by the lack of tree
cover, this course definitely provided a difficult
test for the very best runners in the country.
The wind was so extreme that most of the races
were shortened, as some teams from the south
had complained that the course was too tough,
an unprecedented event for one of the tough-
est sports around.

In the Junior race, Tom tried to battle
through a slight injury sustained in the run up
to the event, however, he, unfortunately, could
not carry on, so had to pull out. Despite this, he
can be pleased with his efforts as just qualify-
ing for this race is no mean feat, and he still
has four more years in which he can compete
in this event. In the Senior event, Oliver com-
peted fiercely with a number of his team mates
throughout the race, but was just pipped on the
line by one of them to finish in 130™ place out
of a field of over 300. Injury-permitting Oliver
hopes to break back into the top 100 next year,
in what will be his final English Schools Cham-
pionships. Overall, our cross country runners

have managed to perform well this year, pro-
ducing a number of good runs, despite a collec-
tive injury-plagued season.

London Mini Marathon

ue to his impressive performances

over the Cross Country season,

especially in the English Schools
Championships, Oliver Paulin was selected to
compete for the West Midlands region in the
London Mini Marathon on Sunday 13™ April.
The Mini Marathon is a 3 mile race which cov-
ers the last 3 miles of the London Marathon
course. This race also serves as the UK Road
Race Championships so competition is always
fierce, and qualification itself a very impressive
achievement.

The West Midlands team travelled down to
the Royal Holloway University the night before,
where the vast majority of teams were staying.
The evening activities were designed to build
a strong team morale ahead of the race, and
included a Skype call with the Brownlee broth-

ers. The U17 Boys race started at 8:55, which
meant that the team woke just before 5 in the
morning, in order to get to the start in time.
After about an hour in the holding pen,
the race finally got underway, with Oliver
making the sensible decision of actually start-
ing at a pace which could be maintained for
more than 200m, one which did not seem to
be commonplace throughout the rest of the
field. After running the first half a mile with
one of his team mates, Oliver started to move
through the field, and caught another West
Midlands athlete with about one mile to go.
As the course meandered around the Houses
of Parliament and Buckingham Palace and
towards the finish on the Mall, many athletes
started to tire in the early morning sun, and
Oliver came through to finish as the 4% of the
six West Midlands runners, in 415t place out of
a field of the best 75 runners in the country, in
a time of 15:20.
M Oliver Paulin

Football

1st X1 Football

t was another year of ups and downs as far

as football was concerned, with the team

playing 11 games, recording 2 wins, 3 draws
and 6 losses. The team also had a few games
lined up for the school’s third annual football
tour; unfortunately some last minute cancel-
lations meant the boys only played one game,
resulting in a hard-fought and unlucky 3-0 loss
against Lymm School.

However, this season was unique in that
we only had one of the previous year’s regular
15t XI players with us and he was unavailable
due to injury; it's very unusual to have no regu-
lar first team players continue into the follow-
ing season, but the team was quickly able to
overcome this inexperience and put in some
strong performances. Unfortunately even
more injuries further held back the progress of
the 15t XI, with several key players falling victim
to lengthy spells on the side-lines. This resulted
in many 2" team players having to step in to
fill the role, but they did so unfazed, and put in
some fantastic performances.

The season started off in an unchar-
acteristic manner, a 9-a-side game against
St Alban’s, and the team was hoping to have a
positive start to the season. The match started
slowly but eventually burst to life and after
a 10 minute goal fest the game was 4-2 to
Camp Hill with some fantastic goals from Sam
Cartmill, Hari Chohan, Matt Jeffs and Matt
McKenna. However, St Alban’s put us under
severe pressure and we were unable to hold
onto the lead, with the match finishing 4-4.The
team then played their first 11-a-side match
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against a strong Kings Norton Boys side. The
match could have gone either way in the first
half with Andrew Hyde coming close to scor-
ing on several occasions, including a spectacu-
lar first time volley. Year 12 full back Luke Gre-
atrex was also enjoying a lot of space on the
right hand side and proved a constant threat.
Unfortunately, just before the half time whistle,
a lapse in concentration resulted in Camp Hill
conceding a penalty to make the score 1-0 to
Kings Norton. This seemed to spur them on as
they proceeded to score another 3 goals after
the break, and it could have been more if it
wasn't for some fantastic defensive work from
Shuranjeet Takhar and Luke Greatrex. Andrew
Hyde was then able to grab a late consolation
goal for Camp Hill but by that time it was too
late to start a comeback, and the game ended
4-1 to Kings Norton.

The boys then played their next two games
at a new venue, Bablake, with the first match

ending in a resounding 11-2 victory for Camp

Hill. This match was an opportunity for some
year 12 players to showcase their ability, and
they did so with a certain flair. Aran Chowd-
hury was able to get on the score sheet 4 times
before politely substituting himself off; James
Ternent also had an impressive game, in which
he was able to find the net twice with some
very neat finishing. However, in the repeat
fixture it was clear we had faced a weakened
team previously, as this game finished 1-1. It
was a strong display from Camp Hill, taking
the lead early through Andrew Hyde, who bur-
ied the ball past the keeper from close range.
Unfortunately at the start of the second half,
captain Josh Billing was unable to react quickly
enough to a Bablake cross, and ended up
putting the ball into his own net. Later on in
the same game, Billing was seriously injured,
meaning the boys had to play the remainder of
the match with only 10 men.

KE CAMP HILL SCHOOL FOR BOYS - THE CHRONICLE 2014



The boys then played their next few
games with a make-shift team, as the squad
was plagued by injury — most notable was
Matt McKenna having to step in as captain for
the injured Josh Billing. This resulted in some
matches being made more difficult than they
should have been, including an 8-0 loss at Old
Swinford. However, the boys battled valiantly
and this score line does not fairly reflect the
match. The 15t XI then travelled to St. George’s,
looking to pick themselves up from the defeat
to Old Swinford, and it was here that they
recorded their second victory of the season,
with the game ending 3-1 to Camp Hill. It was
a fantastic display all round with Andrew Hyde
getting one goal, and Archie Atack grabbing
the other two. Aran Chowdhury was also dan-
gerous going forward and Luke Greatrex had a
superb game in defence, keeping St. George's
best player quiet for long periods of the game.
It was after this that the team played Shenley
Academy in a heated match which the boys
were unfortunate not to win. The game fin-
ished 2-2 with goals from Andrew Hyde and
Archie Atack; Andrew Hyde also missed a pen-
alty which probably would have proved deci-
sive.

The team then played King’s Worcester and
although we had few players to choose from
due to injuries, the boys put in the perform-

ance of the season against an incredibly strong
opposition. The mis-match defence of Luke
Greatrex, Hari Chohan, Michael Jones and Joe
McWilliam (two of whom are normally mid-
fielders) put in an outstanding performance,
and Aly-Raza Ismail and Connor Burns also
played well in midfield to keep the game level
until the last second of the game. It was at this
point that Camp Hill were finally broken down
and the opposition were able to score with the
last touch of the game to make it 1-0. It was a
thoroughly undeserved loss as the entire team
put in a great shift; Mr Speake even described
it as “the best defensive performance I've seen
for 5 or 6 years".

The final two games of the season both
produced losses as well, one was a 4-1 defeat
to Old Swinford in a much more evenly con-
tested game than before, and the other was
an unfortunate 4-2 loss to Moseley School.
In the first game we once again faced strong
opposition, but still performed well, with the
goal coming from Dan Mladenovic. In the lat-
ter, Dan Miller and Andrew Hyde were the scor-
ers, with Andrew able to claim the Golden Boot
because of this.

Overall it was another difficult season for
the Camp Hill team, but they were still able
to play some attractive football and produce
some fine goals. Andrew Hyde was a constant

threat up front and eventually came out as top
scorer, but he was closely followed by Archie
Atack and Aran Chowdhury. Archie and Matt
McKenna also worked tenaciously in midfield,
and were often the main outlet for the Camp
Hill side. At the back, Shuranjeet Takhar was
always solid and threw himself in front of any-
thing. Unfortunately, because of injuries, the
15t Xl was never really able to field their strong-
est team; however this gave the year 12 players
a chance to show their worth. There are prom-
ising signs for next season as Luke Greatrex,
Aran Chowdhury and Aly-Raza Ismail all have
another year of football ahead of them, and
this will hopefully calm the nerves about the
strength of next year’s team.

| know the team would like to thank Mr
Garrod and Mr Speake for all the time and
effort they put into coaching the 1t XI and
arranging games for them. We also hope that
the football tour continues to grow (and runs
somewhat smoother) in the future. We would
like to think that our efforts have raised the
profile of football at Camp Hill, so that it is no
longer seen as second rate, and we hope that
next year’s team can continue to represent the
school in the same manner, and enjoy success
both on and off the pitch.
B Luke Greatrex

2" X1 Football

eason totals in nine matches: won

three, drawn two and lost four; goals

for 31, goals against 19. (The goals tal-
lies are a bit meaningless, since we scored 22
goals in two unbalanced matches.) Nine com-
petitive games is a record for the 2"4 Xl and we
recognise that this is entirely due to Mr Speake’s
tireless efforts to get us fixtures. Thank you!

Two players have played in every game:
Hanan Hashami and Sadam Sadiq we salute
you! Actually, Hanan is worthy of even greater
praise: when our regular goalkeeper, Josh
Williams, has been unavailable, Hanan has
stepped in to the breach and proved to be
a superb keeper, as well as an outstanding
defender.

I made the decision at the beginning of the
season that there would not be a fixed 2" XI|
captain, as this had led to a dilemma when the
1%t XI had found themselves needing an extra
player and the 15t XI captain was the obvious
man. However, Aran Chowdhury has fulfilled
that role more than anyone else, and has led by
example on those occasions. He has frequently
tormented the opposition fullbacks with inci-
sive, darting runs and powerful shots.

The defence started well and grew steadily
stronger. As is inevitable in the 2" XI, the back
four often included one or two players playing
out of position or simply not experienced in
11-a-side football. This has given Joe Khalique-
Brown and Michael Jones the additional role of

looking after and developing such players. This
they have done brilliantly, at the same time
proving themselves to be indefatigable and
tenacious defenders. One defender they have
not had to train has been Kabir Choudry, who
has had an excellent season, both as a tackler
and also in leading breakouts from defence,
often linking effectively with Aran.

Our midfielders have often found them-
selves promoted to the 15t XI: Connor Burns
was more often 15t than 2nd, Aly-Raza played
four for the firsts, as did Joe McWilliam. Their
contributions to the team were obviously great
—that’s why they were so often poached. Gurjit
Jheeta was another effective midfielder.

James Ternent worked hard up front, often

KE CAMP HILL SCHOOL FOR BOYS - THE CHRONICLE 2014

with very little material. When he did have
something to work with (see the two 11 goal
matches!) he proved just what he could do.

This has been a very enjoyable season
with a cheerful, sporting team. In their last two
games of the year they showed exactly what |
am always proud to see: determination, enthu-
siasm and enjoyment even when things just
didn’t quite go their way (a draw against King's
Worcester and a 1-0 loss to Old Swinford). Com-
paring those two games with the earliest ones
of the seasons makes me reflect on the tremen-
dous growth of this team: partly in individual
ability, but far more in understanding how to
work together as a superb, committed team.
EM.J.G.
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Football Tour

14-16 March 2014

t was a warm Friday, and the footballing

gladiators were packed and ready to ven-

ture to Liverpool into battle, led by the
dynamic duo of Mr Garrod and Mr May. The
minibus departed school at around 12:50 pm,
and arrived at Lymm High School in the early
evening. They had been preparing for what
seemed like an eternity.

They changed into the battle gear, and
marched onto the field. It was time to show
the world what they could do. Lymm were
very physical, but their midfield was no match
for Luke Greatrex, who left opponents on the
floor, crying and shivering in his wake. Unfor-
tunately, after soaking up a lot of pressure,
Lymm scored a very lucky goal, with the ball
taking about four deflections on its way in.
After some good link up play between Aran
Chowdhury, Connor Burns and James Ternent,
another good chance was conjured, but their
goalkeeper made a belter of a save. Another
goal was conceded just before half-time, but
after an inspiring team talk by ‘Il Capitano’ Aran

Chowdhury, and Gaffer Garrod, Camp Hill pro-
duced an outstanding performance in the sec-
ond half, with fight and determination shown
on the battlefield by every single member of
the squad.

Midway through the half, Aly-Raza fed the
ball to Gurjit Jheeta, who unleashed a scream-
ing humdinger of an effort from outside the
box, just whistling past the post. It was a val-
iant effort from every single player, but unfor-
tunately a last-second goal clinched the win for
Lymm, just as Camp Hill were about to score
five goals.

All in all, it was a riveting experience, and
we looked forward to our second game. The
boys went back to the hotel and relaxed for the
rest of the evening, before enjoying a delight-
ful dinner in which Gurjit wasn't given a starter,
and Joe Khalique-Brown downed a half-pint in
a majestic seven seconds.

The next morning, after breakfast in the
hotel, everyone went to the park and played
against each other, as the second match was
cancelled. After a couple of hours of fierce
competition, everyone was tired, so they
returned to the hotel for a short break, before

heading to Goodison Park to see Everton vs
Cardiff. It was a very good game, with the high-
light being West Ham’s badge shown on the
massive screen instead of Cardiff’s, much to the
distress of the away fans, and the amusement
of the home ones.

The game was tied at 1-1, until, of course,
in added time after 90 minutes when Seamus
Coleman sliced a shot into the Cardiff goal,
winning the game. The boys got back to the
hotel just in time to watch the Aston Villa vs
Chelsea game, and celebrations were huge
when Fabian Delph’s flick gave Villa the win, to
the delight especially of Joseph McWilliam.

On the Sunday morning, a tour of Goodi-
son Park was undertaken, and a lot was learnt
about the club’s history, and that they really
don't like Wayne Rooney. After a quick stop at
McDonald’s, it was time to return to Birming-
ham, exhausted after our adventure. Overall
it was a great experience, and many thanks to
Mr Garrod and Mr May, who put up with the
boys over the weekend, (although they were
really, really good). It was a fantastic trip, and
what happens in Liverpool, stays in Liverpool.
B Aran Chowdhury

Swimming

n Tuesday 17 September the

school had its first gala of the year

- for juniors, intermediates and
seniors against Warwick School and Solihull
School. Following keen competition in their
trials, five Year 7s were selected to make their
debut for the school, and Joseph Clark, Michael
James-Thomas, Leon Zhang, Matthew Dixon
and Louis Parmar all gave their best. War-
wick was dominant, but the other two teams
were evenly matched and the gala was close
throughout. All ages swam well, and when the
totals were amalgamated, Camp Hill just held
off Solihull by four points to take a commend-
able second place. The gala gave a promising
start to the year of swimming.

Two weeks later the swimming team faced
Bromsgrove School at the U18, U16 and U14
levels. Although the quality of their opposi-
tion has always been very high, the team
were not intimidated and kept their hopes
up. As the gala progressed it was evident that
Bromsgrove were simply too fast for us, with
only Daniel Higgins achieving a first place.
However, we maintained a good team spirit
and looked forward to the next gala.

This was against none other than Camp
Hill Girls. The high level of competition prom-
ised an intense afternoon. First places were
achieved by Joseph Clark, Daniel Higgins, Liam
Garside, Henry Belai, Luka Novovic and Fabian
Evans.The highlight of the galawas therelays in
which the boy’s school won all but one (where
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the girls were given a half-length head start).

This accompanied with the fact that in some
events two girl swimmers (each swimming one
length) were against one boy swimmer meant
the boys school felt they had a comfortable
win although in reality they won by 2 points.
An unsuspecting and astonished Joe McElroy
knew his turns “must need some serious prac-
tice” when, at the start of the second length,
his opponent came shooting past him. He did
not realise he was swimming against two girl
swimmers, the second of which had dived in
during his turn.

The final gala of the term, again at
Bromsgrove, gave a special opportunity to the
promising juniors, with separate Year 7 and
Year 8 teams, four swimmers in each event.
In all, there were seventy individual Camp
Hill swims. Bromsgrove School won overall,
but there were many good individual results

including wins by Henry Belai, Joseph Clark,
and Leon Zhang; and second placings for
Adam Li, Muhammed Kurji, Louis Parmar and
Ayyub Ali. Twenty one junior swimmers rep-
resented Camp Hill and were a credit to the
school. Well done!

On Tuesday the 215 of January the team
journeyed to St Martins School, full of confi-
dence from past achievement at the event.
Arriving just as the warm-up ended meant all
the swimmers were feeling ‘fresh’ The school
had strong performances throughout the years
with many first and second places. Special
mention must go to the Under 15 team of Tom
Weaver, Thomas Haddon, Henry Houlden and
Jonathan Freer for achieving first places in all
their events and the Under 18 team for achiev-
ing firsts in all but one event. Muhammed Ali
and Uwais Hafizal also scored firsts. Overall the
team placed a deserved joint first.
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The following week the junior team (Under
12s to Under 15s) swam again at St Martins giv-
ing them another opportunity to show their
talent. There were many good swims, includ-
ing individual wins for Joe Clark, Leon Zhang,
Michael James-Thomas and Billy Chapman.
The gala remained close meaning the relays
were going to be decisive. The team were not
fazed by the pressure and won five of the eight
relays to gain first place position overall.

The highlight of the term was the House
Gala, which took place just before the half-term
break. As usual, this was keenly contested, with
just nine points separating the Houses at the
start of the gala. During the afternoon, Tudor
proved dominant in Year 7, Howard in Year 8,
Tudor and Seymour in the intermediates and
Beaufort in the seniors, with the individual Vic-
tor Ludorum trophies going to Joe Clark (T),
Henry Belai (B), Daniel Higgins (S) and Fabian
Evans (B). Although Tudor won three of the
four relays, Beaufort’s lead was unassailable,

and Beaufort deservedly became House Swim-
ming Champions for 2014.

On Thursday the 27t of February the team
swam against the strong Bromsgrove team. In
a keenly contested gala the opposition even-
tually proved too strong taking the victory.
Despite this, Camp Hill swam very well, with
our best placings coming from Fabian Evans,
Matija Novovic, Alex Lane, Henry Belai, Joe
Clark and the U16 medley team.

On Friday the 28t of March, Under 15s Tom
Haddan, Henry Houlden, Daniel Higgins, Lewis
Evans, Henry Belai, Billy Champman and Under
18s Fabian Evans, Luka Novovic, Gulliver Bates
and Matija Novovic travelled to Bromsgrove
School for the yearly Midlands Relay Gala,
the final event of the year, accompanied by
Mr Watkins making his debut with the team.
There was tough competition as usual so the
team did well in reaching two of the ‘A’ finals.
The Under 18 Medley team were unlucky to
miss out on a medal by one place. With nota-

ble swims in the U15 age group, the gala fin-
ished with theA’Final of the Under 18 Freestyle
Relay with Camp Hill just qualifying. Upset with
their previous 4™ place they were looking for a
medal. Unfortunately the competition was too
fierce and by the last swimmer it was evident
we going to come fourth. After a long gala,
with Mr Watkins regretting not bringing some-
thing to do to pass the time, the team couldn’t
wait for the hot meals prepared by Bromsgrove
School.

Well done to Upper Sixth students: Fabian
Evans, Luka Novovic, Lewis Hedges, Gulliver
Bates, Charlie Song, Kieran Bakhtiari and James
Scott for the years of swimming dedication
and also thanks to Mr Jack for providing many
opportunities for swimming (including the
weekly training sessions) and organising the
team.

HP.R.J.
M Luka Novovic

Tennis

Senior Tennis

he Senior Tennis team (Charlie Song,

Tim Naylor, James Ternent, Tom Wood,

Ben Miller and on other occasions
Saakib Chaudhary, Alex Lane, Oliver Jebson,
and Alex Hughes) have had a tough season this
year. During the autumn term, the team played
three matches in their Senior Students league.
The team lost matches to Solihull School 4-8,
KES 0-12, but ended their league programme
with a 10-2 defeat of Warwickshire College.

During the summer term, our annual
match against KES was washed out by a sud-
den downpour. In the Glanville Cup we were
drawn against a very strong Birmingham Met-
ropolitan College team and lost the match
0-12. The season ended with a 1-5 defeat to
Solihull again, but this match was closer than
the score suggests, as two of the sets were lost
5-7 and 6-7 on a tie break. An encouraging sign
was the set won in match one by Alex Hughes
of Year 10. He was deputising for one of the
senior boys who was ill. Next year, Alex will be
‘officially’ eligible for the Senior team and there
is no doubt that he will add quality to the team.
With Tim Naylor, James Ternent and Tom Wood
also being available we hope to have a more
successful year.

The end of the 2014 season saw the final
performance of Charlie Song for the Sen-
ior Tennis team. Charlie has been another
tennis stalwart over the last seven years and
has made a significant contribution to school
tennis. Charlie has been an outstanding ten-
nis player and will no doubt go on to play the
game at a high level in the future.

HCM.J.

U15 Tennis
‘A’ Team

he U15 ‘A’ team

(Alex Hughes,

Liam Garside,
Johannes Beckett, Harry
Atkinson, Ashrit Chohan)
have had a mixed season.
Our first match against
Queensbridge was a very
close affair with the score
being 3-3 after the singles
and doubles rounds. This
led to a doubles shoot
out, in which Queensbridge proved to be the
stronger. Alex and Liam playing at one and two
came up against very strong opponents and
it was down to the performance of Johannes
and Ashrit at three and four that kept us in the
match.

The team gained a convincing 6-0 win
against Bishop Challoner, but lost their final
match against local rivals KES 1-5. However,
this match was closer than the score suggests,
with all sets being competitive and one of
the doubles’ rubbers going to a tie break. The
season ended with a new fixture against KE
Aston played on their newly laid courts at Trin-
ity Road. The opposition proved too strong on
the night and despite some competitive sets of
doubles we lost the match 0-4.

HCm.J.
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U15 Tennis ‘B’ Team

he U15'B’team (Rohan Sharma, Garen
Bhoora, Matin Ahmed, Chris Marshall,
Craig Stewart, Vamsi Pratapa) won
both matches they played: Priory School 5-1
and Bournville 5-1. They were also awarded
a walk-over against Windsor HS which made
them league winners.
HCm.J.

U13 Tennis ‘A’ Team
he U13 ‘A’ team (Danny Blythe, Ajay
John, Alex Byrne, Josh Hall, Manav
Manoj and Aadam Zafar) have had
an excellent season winning four out of their
five league matches: Kings Norton 6-0, KE Shel-
don 6-0, Bishop Challoner 5-1, Queensbridge
5-1. Danny and Ajay proved to be very strong
at one and two; winning all their singles and
doubles matches.
The highlights were Ajay’s tie break win
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against his KES singles opponent and Danny
and Ajay’s tie 12-10 tie break win in the dou-
bles rubber against KES. This took the match to
a doubles shoot out which would decide the
result and the winner of the league. Unfortu-
nately, KES proved to be the stronger and won
the tie break in convincing fashion, making
them deserved league winners. The U13 ‘A
team finished their season with a convincing
3-1 win over KE Aston, the first time we have
played our local rivals for many years.

HCM.J.

U13 Tennis ‘B’ Team

he U13‘B’team (Manav Manoj, Aadam

Zafar, Henry Belai, Joe Shalabi, Pranav

Thatipamula) had two close matches
in their league programme, but lost both 2-4 to
Bournville and Priory School. It is encouraging
that three of the team are Year 7 pupils and will
therefore be able to represent the U13 teams
next year too.
HCM.J.

U12 Tennis

n May, the Year 7 tennis team (Manav Manoj,
Aadam Zafar, Simon Halstead, Joe Shalabi,
Ciaran Cunningham and Mohammad
Farooq) took part in the Tennis Slam at
Billesley Tennis
involved themin playing three matches against
local schools. The team beat Queensbridge,
drew with Bishop Challoner, but lost to Wheel-
ers Lane. The boys performed well, particularly

Centre. The tournament

as their opponents were all from Year 8.
HCM.J.

Level 2 Award
in Sports Leadership

t the beginning of Year 10 a selected
few boys were chosen to take part
in the Sports Leaders Course. Many
agreed that there would be endless hours of
hard work ahead to finally become a sports
leader. However, not only was the course laid

back, you also got to get up and do something
for a change.

When the 12 of us turned up for the first
session we were immediately thrust into some
coaching. Suffice to say that the experience
highlighted just how much work we had to

do. Over the next few months we slowly learnt
the basics of coaching until we were finally
allowed to coach some pupils from younger
years. We were sent off to coach a variety of
different sports including rugby, swimming,
hockey, table tennis and badminton in order

to practise coaching
younger years. Coach-
ing is by far the best
part of the course, not
just because you can
order Year 7's around
but also because it is |
fun and engaging both :
for you and (hopefully)
the people you are
teaching.

This was the main
section of the course
where we completed
our required 10 hours
of coaching prac-
tise. Throughout the

course we completed
the required research
tasks for each section
and developed specific
coaching sessions for
pupils from Colmore
School. The
difference

Junior
between
the first and last ses-
sions was striking and
showed how we had all
developed our coach-
ing abilities. At the end
of the course we were
all presented with our
awards. The course
teaches you a surpris-
ing amount of different
skills and the certificate
at the end is a great
reward for all of the
hard work throughout
the year.

M Lewis Evans
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CH Leavers 2013 XV
v CH All-Stars XV

hen James Featherstone suggested

a rugby match between the 2013

leavers and a Camp Hill Old Boys
All-Stars team, Mr Caves’ eyes lit up. When
Mr Caves realised that the only feasible slot in
the calendar for such a game to take place was
at the start of September on a balmy evening,
on a dry pitch that would not slow everyone
down to his level, his mood soured somewhat.
However, Featherstone was insistent, and a
good thing too, because the inaugural Leavers
versus All-Stars game played on 5% September
2014 was nothing short of a triumph.

Camp Hill RFC played host to a festival
of running rugby seeing some forty-odd ex-
Camp Hill schoolboys take to the field in what
will surely come to be regarded as one of the
greatest games of all time. Okay, so | am build-
ing it up a bit, but an excellent evening’s rugby
was enjoyed by players and spectators alike.
The 2013 team were captained by James and
‘coached’ by Jack Lea. It was with some grati-
tude that we learned that Jack was not made
available for selection due to the terms of his
professional contract with Moseley RFC (collec-
tive sighs of All-Star relief) but James ensured
that his young bucks, many of whom still
involved in regular high-level rugby at univer-
sities UK-wide, were up for the challenge and a
fiercely contested match was assured.

The All-Star team contained leavers from
between 1989 and 2014 and so it was hoped
that experience would come to the fore and
this, fortunately, proved to be the case. The
combined guile, nous and weight of the older
Old Boys was tough to combat, although the
young Old Boys certainly proved to be a very
worthwhile opposition. The score line in the
end was many points to the All-Stars and not
as many to the 2013 Leavers but the score on
the night genuinely was of less significance

than the enjoyment of the occasion. The club
was filled with pupils, and parents of pupils,
past and present, as well as additional support
from the wider Camp Hill rugby fraternity and
the local community.

The community support came as a result of
our decision to try to use the occasion to raise
funds for a local family in need of some help. |
am extremely grateful to all who were able to
support our chosen cause; the final total raised
on the evening was a staggering £950 for the
Gebruers family who had received the devas-
tating news that both father and son had been
diagnosed with brain tumours.

Their full story can be found at:
http://www.solihullnews.net/news/local-news/
solihull-familys-heartbreak-dad-son-7632906

So overall, an entertaining and very worth-
while night was enjoyed. | would like to thank
James Featherstone for the idea and for his
part in raising an excellent team. The fact that
he was able to raise a team was a real credit to
the spirit and comradeship felt amongst the
rugby players in his year group. | would also
like to applaud the efforts of the All-Star team,
many of whom had to retrieve their boots from
the depths of the garden shed or the loft. The
shirts may have been a little tighter than we
remember, but we still wore them with pride.
A real sense of occasion was made all the more
special by the fact that the referee was one of
our own too. Martin Crutchley kindly agreed to
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adjudicate and he certainly helped to facilitate

a good contest (his decision not to penalise my
offside at the ruck was entirely in the spirit of
the occasion).

The Leavers versus All-Stars is something
that we will certainly seek to do again in the
future and it is hoped that this can become an
annual event. James (and Andy) Featherstone
are already planning for next year and | will be
casting my selection net a little wider. So dust off
those boots and renew that gym membership;
there are no upper age restrictions for an All-Star!

2013 Leavers Squad

James Featherstone, Simon Chan, Ben Evans,
Alex Evans, Fabian Evans, Tom Chalklen, Tom
Eraifej Umar Ahmed, Antony Featherstone,
Dominic Fitzgerald, Josh Bridgeman, Rory
Luscombe, Pavan Harnal, Jordan Clarke, Jake
Thomas, James Bruten, Ed Thompson, Evan
Phoenix and James Giblin.

All-Star Squad

Andrew Caves, Akeel Hussain, David Watson,
James Hyde, Jag Gill, Cameron Fraser, Danny
Ingram, Phil Ferdinand, Simon Tansley, David
Williams, Ben Connolly, Liam Morrissy, Andrew
Simpson, John Simpson, Chris Curtis, Warren
Taylor, lan Briggs, Simon Edwards, Chris Grant,
Kyle Reed, Jermaine Bernard, Billy Welch, Mark
Eftichou and Josh O’Donnell.

HA.J.C
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Results Summaries

‘ PLAYED ‘ WON ‘ DRAWN ‘ LOST ‘ ‘ AGAINST
RUGBY 15tXV 22 15 0 7 540 260
2nd Xv 15 7 (] 8 228 252
3rd XV 4 2 0 2 62 120
u1e 6 4 0 2 128 51
u15 21 7 2 12 395 546
U15B 5 4 0 1 154 119
u14 18 4 0 14 239 580
U14B 4 0 0 4 47 172
u13 15 9 0 6 422 340
U13B 6 4 0 2 142 166
U13C 2 2 0 0 49 27
U13D 1 0 1 0 20 20
u12 12 2 0 10 126 330
U12B 9 3 0 6 108 211
u12cC 8 4 0 4 125 103
u12D 5 2 0 3 90 126
HOCKEY 15tXI 22 10 1 11 45 64
2nd x| 16 4 1 1 22 49
u15 11 3 3 5 20 22
u14 9 3 0 6 10 24
BASKETBALL u1e 2 1 0 1 65 84
u13 8 6 0 2 270 157
u12 1 1 0 0 24 16
FOOTBALL 15tXI 10 0 3 7 13 37
2 XI 9 3 2 4 31 23
BADMINTON u1é 9 7 0 2 32 13
u14 7 6 0 1 30 5
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CRICKET ‘ PLAYED ‘ WON ‘ DRAWN ‘ LOST ‘ BEST BATTING BEST BOWLING

15t XI 5 2 0 3 Charanijit Kalsi 76* Vinul Witharanage 4/28
2nd X1 1 1 0 0 George Wager 47 Parvesh Konda 2/26
u15 7 3 0 4 Henry Houlden 70* Andreas Kavalieros 3/10
u14 6 3 0 3 Adam Ahmed 23 Adam Ahmed 4/2
U13 6 2 0 4 Kamil Khan 29 Owais Akram 4/5
u12 6 4 0 2
Vignesh Venkataramaiah 33 | Vignesh Venkataramaiah 4/5

U12B 2 1 0 1

TENNIS ‘ PLAYED ‘ WON ‘ DRAWN ‘ LOST
15t IV 6 1 0 5
U15A 4 1 1 2
U15B 5 3 0 2
U13A 6 5 1 0
U13B 5 2 0 3
U12A 3 1 1 1
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Sports Day
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